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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIKS 


BRAZILL-ARGENTINA RELATIONS SEEN CHANGING; ‘NO CONSENSUS' 
Geopolitical Theory, Economic Reality 
Sao Paulo FOLHA DE SAO PAULA in Portuguese 18 Feb 80 p 4 


Teéext Rio de Janeiro--After a delicate period of negotiations regarding 

use of the Parana Basin's hydroelectric potential, Brazil-Argentina rela- 

tions seem to be entering a stage of closer collaboration that might indi- 
cate a change in the War College's geopolitical premises, which, in turn, 

influence activities of the Foreign Relations Ministry. 


Even General Golberi do Couto e Silva, who systematized geopolitical theory 
by elaborating on the ideas suggested by Gen Mario Travassos in 1931, may 

be revising his book ("Geopolitics") to adapt his doctrine to the new situ- 
ation, especially regarding the Latin American continent. And off-the-record 
comments in a recent meeting of Brazilian, Argentine and Uruguayan admirals 
at the Naval War College suggested a change of focus was occurring in the 
South Atlantic security system. 


Nuclear Race 


Could it be, then, that Argentina, no longer the “eternal potential enemy’"’ 
of Brazil, is taking on the role of friendly neighber and ally, forming a 
nationalist front against U.S. policy in the hemisphere? On first analysis, 
the ingredients of the process can indeed lead to this conclusion. The 
United States was opposed to the nuclear agreement between Brazil and the 
FRG and certainly dves not look favorably upon the nuclear race in the 
Southern Come. At the political level, the U.S. government did everything 
it could to prevent Brazil from gaining access to this technology, first 
denying its secrets to Brazilian specialists and later trying to block the 
agreement with the FRG. All the incidents that occurred in brazilian-U.S. 
diplomacy in the last 4 years have been explained by military circles as 
the results of only one cause: the nuclear agreement. 


Economic Dependence 


Opposition to U.S. government policy does, in fact, exist. Termination of 
the 1952 Military Agreement was one example. The search for new suppliers 


l 





of technology and armaments is another. But, although at the political 
level the Brazilian military support sovereignty and self-determination for 
Brazil more emphatically every day, in the economic field the process is 
quite ditferent. And at that very point it becomes difficult to explain 
theoretically a type of nationalism that flaunts an obstinate self-determi- 
nation but eatrusts its economic development to foreign capital, 


A member of the War College this week epitomizes | question quite frankly: 
"What is at stake now is money. So doctrine is pu..ed inte the background 
and must accommodate to the new situation.” One gathers from this that both 
countries--Brazil and Argentina--continue to follow, in politico-military 
terms, the same doctrines and, certainly, in the (raining and command schools 
the name of our southern neighbor is not likely to have been deleted from 

the operational assumptions of the innumerable military games used for 
training officers, 


Brazil, tor its pacc, is interested in developing a foreign «-onomic policy 
that would create strong ties with its southern neighbor, i orincipal op- 
ponent in carrying out expansionist policy based upon geopel, cal ‘deas 
about "manifest destiny." Argentina, in turn, besides the .qu pomenc that 
can be furnished by Brazil, is interested in a pass-through of the multi- 
national capital which in recent years has been slowing down its investments 
there. There its thus not even the shadow of an alliance in pwlitical terms. 
There is, rather, an inclination to form a strong commercial relationship 
between the two countries. 


Old Threats 


The analysis of world armed forces published by "The Military Balance” of 
the London Institute of Strategic Studies presented the following data for 
the end of 1977: Brazil, with a population of 110,160,000, had armed forces 
of 257,200 men, or 0.2 percent of the population; Argentina, with a popula- 
cion of 25,710,000, had armed forces of 132,800 men, or 0.68 percent of its 
population. Brazil's military expenditures were 1.3 percent of its PNB 
(gross national product) and Argentina's were 1.9 percent. 


‘je arms race between the two countries would be based upon geopolitical con- 
cepts that put them in contention for hegemony of the continent as “special 
emissaries" of U.S. policy in defense of the West. Brazil would seem the 
more predestined to assume control of the area and, based upon a number of 
zeographic and economic conditions, has worked out an expansionist theory 
lirected toward its natural frontiers. Argentina, in turn, has adopted a 
seopolitical theory of defending its frontiers. And internally its ruling 
class has always put itsel* on the defensive in relation to the United 

tates and, later, in relation to Brazil. 


Domination 


Articles denouncing the Brazilian arms race are published frequently in 
Argentina, The [Itaipu controversy brought this divergence of interests 











Clearly to light. The United States, in turn, has always adopted a policy 

of both economic and political control in relation to Latin America, Various 
doctrines of domination have been proclaimed and applied to keep the southern 
part of the hemisphere in line with its interests. The Alliance for Progress, 
the Monroe Doctrine, the Interamerican Peace Force, the OAS and a proposed 
South Atlantic Treaty are some examples of such policy. 


None of them, however, accomplished what the multinationals have now accom- 
plished, arousing Argentine desires for the products existing in Brazil. 


Divergent Views Block Consensus 
Sao Paulo FOLHA DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 17 Feb 80 p 5 


(Text) Brasilia--"Brazil must not depend upon any Latin American country 
and must sustain disagreement on our continent to prevent Spanish America 
from uniting against our country, which will happen some day, because Brazil 
is growing bigger and pushing the other countries around, restricting them 
politically and economically." 


This assertion is from a military source consulted in Brasilia about Brazil- 
Argentina negotiations for signing an agreement to furnish natural gas--one 
of the topics for President Figueiredo's trip--which has been running into 
resistance from sectors related to national security, based upon the argu- 
ment that the danger of confrontation between the two countries is permanent 
and thus requires caution toward a possible dependence upon Argentine natural 
gas. 


Hegemony 


"I don't take seriously the idea that any nation does not have hegemonic in- 
tentions,"’ the same source explained. “We must extend our influence in two 
principal directions: Latin America and Africa, especially East Africa, in 
order to have access to the Middle East where, in Iraq, we are already an 
influence in security matters, through weapons orders from that country." 


According to this military source, “our number-one concern on the continent 
is Argentina,” but from the broader point of view, the nation's biggest rift 
should occur with the United States, "a rift that has already begun." "Now, 
neocolonialism, economic colonialism," he continued, "should not only have 
impact upon our country, but should also originate with us in relation to 
other countries. That is the name of the game: expand influence, because 
hegemony is the only form of survival." 


Regarding relations with the United States, the military strategist asserted: 
“We could not pursue the Castelo Branco policy of automatic alinement with 
the United States. The tendency is for our relations with the United States 
to become gradually more strained, as disputes between the two countries in 
the political and economic field have already indicated." 








Thies military source believes the iaet that the United States is 4 super- 
power simply poetpones the conflict with Braeil and increases its bargaining 
power, “The determining factor ie that the United States is a country on the 
descending curve of development, whereas Brazil is struggling up the ascend- 
ing line on the graph of economic expansion. This clash of interests be- 
tween the two countries te inevitable and has already begun to develop." 


Privileged Situation 


Resuming his comments on Bragil's relations with Latin American countries, 
especially Argentina, the military source continued: "As long as South 
American nations remain divided, we shall be in @ privileged position, since, 
in the long run, all Latin American countries are our potential enemies and 
natural allies among themeel ves," 


According to this officer: “Brazil does noc support any reconciliation among 
Latin American countries and, on the contrary, should divide them." He ex- 
plains "Tye Beagle Channel Islands dispute and the insoluble controversies 
about 4 Boiivian outlet to the sea are to our advantage. In fact, we are 
reaching an important point: Bolivia quest realize that the only outlet for 
its seagoing trade is through Brazil, just as Paraguay has found, And ‘iis 
ie to our advantage to the extent that Brazil increases its influence. Nev- 
ertheless, how can one forget that Paraguayan policy is very unpredictable? 
when Stroesener is gone, what will happen? Not to mention the instability 

of Bolivia, How can we depend upon natural gas from that country?” 


there is no consensus in the armed forces about Sraziil-Argentina relations, 
Another source consulted, for example, does not see why Brazil should not 
maintain the best of relations with its southern neighbor, “mainly because 
our fields of common interest are immense and exchange of technological and 
trade information is important to both, There is no advantage in our con- 
tinuing to deal in minor intrigues with the Argentines. Good relations in 
Latin America is against the interests of only the United States," 


According to this source, Brazil should exchange information in the nuciear 
‘ieid and buy Argentine gas and petroleum, “without this being a national 
seurtty problem.” “Ewen if it carries some risk," he emphasized, “what is 

better alternative? To continue a profitable exchange of information 
or involve each other in o.crile and petty intrigues?" 


This source also recalled that the relationship between the two countries, 
com the military point of view, has always been the best possible: “When 
Jifferences about Itaipu arose during the previous administration, current 
Air Minieter Deiio Jardim de Matos even conducted negot iations--unconfirmed 
offietally--with the Argentine military junta about this matter, giving 

ise to what was at the time called military diplomacy.” 


‘© conclusion, the source asserts: “Definitely, Brazil-Argentina disagree- 
ent can only serve international interests, such as those of the United 
States.” 














Contributing te the idea that improvement of Braaeil-Argentina relations is 
essential and dees not invelve serious probleme from the national security 
point of view, Navy Minieter Maximiano Fonseca deciared in @ recent press 
interview: "Thies year we will carry out with Argentina ‘Operation Unitas,’ 
when we exchange 41) possible information at the Army and favy level,” 
Maximiano referred to relations between the two countries specifically when 
he dismissed the possibility of conflict in €he Southern Cone, 


Lxaggeration 


“What existe, in fact,” explained another source, “is dissemination of re- 
porte by strategists and national security experts, who at times try to dis- 
cover security probleme where they do not exist. And thie is natural. fEvery- 
one blowe his own horn,” 


Another source asserted that Brazil-Argentina relations must be developed 
more and more broadly, “because the two countries can contribute to their 
mutual development.” He cautioned, however, that domestically Argentina 
“may be exploiting rivalry with Bragil to distract its people's attention 
from their serious problems, just a6 it did at the time of the Wor.d Cup, 
when that nation invested what it could afford and what it could not afford 
to underwrite the world soccer championship, with clearly political motives. 
The Argentine people, although politicized, are extremely nationsiistic and, 
now that the impact of the World Cup has subsided, it could be chat with 
this iseub it te seeking 4 new inetrument to distract public a' tention from 
internal problems." 


8834 
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INTLR=AMERICAN APPAIRS 


BRIEFS 


NICARAGUAN DELEGATION IN CUBA-<The Nicaraguan delegation led by Comdr Omar 
Cabesas Lacayo, Sandinist National Liberation Front delegate for higher 
education and member of the front's National Secretariat, this morning 

met with members of the National Secretariat of the Education and Science 
Workers Union. The Nicaraguan delegation was briefed on the characteriatics 
and functions of our educators and atructure of their rank-and-file organi- 
rations. The meeting, which lasted a)! morning, became a working meeting 

in which Cabezas Lacayo and his delegation asked questions and expressed 
views on the information they were given. [FL191744 Havana Domestic 
felevision Service in Spanish 1700 GMT 19 Mar 60 FL) 


(LBA AT GRENADLAN ANNIVERSARY=-At the invitation of the New Jewel Move- 
ment and Grenada's Revolutionary Government, a Cuban delegation departed 

this morning for that country to participate in the festivities marking the 
first anniversary of the revolution's triumph. The delegation is headed by 
leaue Montane Oropesa, sember of the PCC Central Committee and chief of its 
foreign relations general department, and composed of Osvaldo Cardenas, 

chief of section of the Central Committee America Department, and Julian 
forres Rizo, Cuban ambassador to Grenada. [Text) [FLO81654 Havana Domestic 
Service in Spanish 1500 GT 6 Mar 80 FL)--Elena Gil, president of the Move- 
ment for the Peace and Sovereignty of the Peoples, has sent a solidarity mes- 
sage to Grenada's Prime Minister Maurice Bishop on the occasion of the first 
anniversary of that country's revolutionary triumph on 13 March. The message 
states that thie victory is cause for jubiliation for all international 
revolutionary, progressive and democratic forces and wishes him success in 
building the new society for the benefit of che people. ([Text) [FL112353 
Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2230 @f 11 Mar 80 FL) 
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BARBADOS 


GOVERNMENT REPORTS OVER $95 MILLION DEFICIT FOR YEAR 
FLL71025 Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 12 Mar 80 p 1 FL 


[Text] The estimates of central government revenue and expenditure for 
the current financial year have shown an overall deficit of 
$95,492,933, 


Current revenue approved by parliament for the fiscal 1979-1980 was [figures 
indistinet), current expenditure was $333,338,905, surplus on current 
account was $20,941,797 and capital expenditure was $116,434,730. 


The estimates for 1980-1981 were laid in parliament yesterday. Debate 
begins on Monday at 10 a.m. and is expected to last five days. The esti- 
mates will then be debated in the Senate Chamber. 


Current revenue continued its upward trend, increasing by 14 per cent at 
January -1, 1980 over the corresponding period last year. It is expected 
that total revenue would be approximately $355,000,000 at March 31, 1980. 


Current expenditure also continued its upward trend, increasing by 17 per 
cent at January 31, 1980 over the corresponding period last year. 

Two per cent of this increase was due to the revised salaries and wages 
paid under a new contract for teachers and the police. 


it is estimated that the level of spending will reach $335,000,000 at 
March 31, 1980. 


Capital expenditure has shown an increase of 42 percent for the period of 
April 1, 1979 to January 31, 1980 over the corresponding period last year. 


This rise has been attributed to the commencement of new projects such as 
the Bridgetown sewerage project and the new polytechnic, the continuation 
of work at the new airport, the construction of new housing facilities and 
the new government laboratory among others. 


At the current rate, spending is likely to reach $83,000,000 by March 31, 1980. 





The estimates for 1980-1986] project current revenue at $395,1386,831, re- 
presenting af increase of 15 per cent over the projected revenue for 
fiscal 1979-1980, 


Taxes on income and profite are calculated at $161,100,000, taxes on 
property at $17,709,000; employers’ levy at $7,000,000; taxes on goods 
and services--$86,746,912; taxes on international trade $75,000,000; 
other taxee=-$4,000,000; non-tax revenue=-$353,519,826; special receipts 
$7,645,200; loans and advances-<$2 ,617 ,693, 


Current expenditure is estimated at §$371,446,871, an increase of 11 per 
cent over the projected figure of $334,653,000. 


The main increases in the estimates for 1980-198) over 1979-1980 have been 
attributed to higher subsidies, larger grants to individuals, non-profit 
agencies and public institutions, the establishment of the maintenance 

and development unit at the new airport and the revised rates for travel 
under the public officers loans and travelling act. 


Nighlights of capital expenditure are: “Under the Ministry of Communica- 
tions and Workse--$13,717,693 for the purpose of buiiding new roads, 
88,455,080 for the continuation of work on the new general post office, 
$2,940,900 for the purchase of new buses and for the improvement of facili- 
ties at the transport board, and $4,200,000 for the general development 

and protection of water resources; 


— nder the Ministry of Health and National Inesurance--$1,400,000 to purchase 
plant and equipment for the Queen Elizabeth Hospital; $4,500,000 for the 
construction of polyclinics, $1,700,000 for vehicles and the new head- 
juartere of the sanitation service authority, $14,000,000 for the continua- 
tion of the Bridgetown sewerage project and $5,500,000 for the commencement 
of the national health service and drug plan; 


--Under the Ministry of Labour and Community Services--$800,000 for housing 
for indigent persons, $400,000 for the construction of new community centres 
and $600,000 for the construction of sporting facilities. 


CSO; W20 











BELIZE 


BRIEFS 


NEW BUDGET LNTRODUCED--Belmopan, 14 Mar--The fireat budget of the People's 
United Party since being returned to office by an impressive 13-5 majority, 
was introduced to the House of Representatives by Premier George Price. The 
proposals envisage expenditures totalling $138.7 million made up of 

$58.6 million for the recurrent budget and $89.1 million for the two capital 
budgets. Among the more important projects to be financed from our own 
funds in capital expenditure are: primary schools and teachers’ housing, 
housing development, subsidy to the marketing board for guaranteed prices 

to emall farmers, increased subventions to municipal bodies including 

$600 ,000 to the Belize City Council of which $275,000 will be paid direct 

to the Belize Electricity Board for street lighting for Belize city which 

is the responsibility of the City Council. The Belize Electricity Board 

will also be paid by government for street lighting expenses in district 
towns; the banana industry will continue to receive assistance. Funds 

will be made available for land development assistance to flood damaged 
areas. The premier pointed out that the $138.7 million does not represent 
total expenditure for the 1980-81 fiscal period which begins on April 1, 1980 
and ends March 31, 1981. An additional amount of $16.9 million is being 
invested in statutory bodies or government agencies such as the Development 
Finance Corporation, the Reconstruction and Development Corporation, the 
Water and Sewerage Authority, the Belize Marketing Board and the Belize 
Electricity Board. This brings the grand total to $158.9 million for the 
coming year. [Excerpts) [FL201520 Belize City BELIZE SUNDAY TIMES 

in English 16 Mar 80 p 16 FL) 
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BRAZIL 


VLEWS ON INCREASED CONTRIBUTION TO UN 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 24 Feb 80 p 6 
{Article by Carlos Londe: “Brazil Increases UN Contribution" | 


[Text] Brasilia--This year Brazil is raising its standing in the United 
Nations by contributing more than $6 million to the organization's regular 
budget, which is about 2 percent of the total contributed by all member 
countries. The Brazilian government considers this amount significant, be- 
cause it makes Brazil the 17th largest contributor among a total of 153 na- 
tions, which puts it ahead of some developed nations, such as Belgium and 
Poland. The $6 million represents a large portion of Brazilian contribu- 
tions to all international organizations it belongs to, and which this year 
total $20 million. This amount raises Brazil to the status of "financing 
country” of the United Nations and puts it in a position where, in general 
terms, it is giving much more than it receives from the organization. 


Its new stature among UN contributors is seen by Brazilian government ana- 
lysts as an international demonstration of the nation's economic solvency-- 
despite many serious and familiar problems--and a more influential poiitical 
presence in the international context and, consequently, in the United Na- 
tions. Brazil intends to continue contributing with its relative strength 
as a medium-sized country to reduce international tensions, accepting the 
organization's weaknesses and faults as natural. Through various qualified 
spokesmen, the Brazilian government flatly rejects the idea that the United 
Nations is entirely useless, seeing it as an organization that serves, in 
the first place, as a sounding board for international troubles and, in any 
event, a8 a participant in solving conflicts. 


Current crises, such as those in Iran and Afghanistan, are cited by official 
analysts as examples of the role, albeit relative, that the United Nations 
has always played. Although it is true chat invasion of Afghanistan by the 
Soviet Union alarmed Iran, it is no le.s certain that the patient work of 
contacts and negotiations conducted by the United Nations contributed to 
the imminent release of the American hostages in Tehran. In the case of 
Afghanistan, Moscow's veto in the Security Council did not put an end to re- 
action in the United Nations. In the UN General Assembly, more than 100 
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countries condemned the invasion, with 4 significant number of those votes 
coming from the so-called nonalinec sations, many of which habitually side 
with the socialist bloc, Brazil, without denying the force of international 
power politica, also believes in the force of moral condemnation and the 
peychological effects of certain actions, 


Misunderstanding 


Although admitting the faults of the United Nations, Brazil contends that 
many criticisms directed against it result from misunderstanding of its na- 
ture and objectives. As noted by the late Ambassador Araujo Castro, an au- 
thority on the United Nations and one of the principal architects of the 
Brazilian position, which is being continued in the Figueiredo administra- 
tion: “The United Nations was not established as and is not in a position 
to be a world government. Nor can the General Assembly be classified as a 
legislative body of world scope, in a position to decree laws to be widely 
and universally observed. It is thus not reasonable to criticize the United 
Nations for not having accomplished what it was not intended to do or for 
not having performed (unctions that were not granted to it." 


Brazil believes that the United Nations is, above all, a great instrument of 
parliamentary and multilateral diplomacy. Although its charter is not a 
verfect legal or even political solution, it has permitted "a great diplo- 
matic accomplishment." Until a perfect legal order for relations between 
free end sovereign nations is achieved--which would be an ideal situation-- 
each state will endeavor to hold fast to its rights, interests and national 
objectives. Brazil sees the United Nations as a net benefit, because it 
managed to survive the decades of crises and difficulties that several times 
put the world on the brink of war and even of nuclear conflict. The stabi- 
lizing role played by the United Nations in crises and conflicts is seen by 
Brazil as a contribution that in itself would be enough to justify its ex- 
istence. 


jrazil acknowledges that the United Nations clearly does not represent a 
suarantee of world peace, nor even a guarantee of territorial integrity and 
security for its member nations. It has not managed to escape the dictates 
of power politics that were the basis for its founding in 1945. But in the 
fiicial view, it has always been a valid alternative in the common struggie 
ior tnaternational peace and security. The Brazilian idea, in keeping with 
this, is to preserve it and work for its strengthening. 


Ambassador Araujo Castro, author of what virtually amounts to a Brazilian 
Doctrine on the subject, remarked: “The costs of maintaining the United 
Nations Organization are minimal in comparison to the risks we would run in 
the event of its disappearance. Even if we were to consider such a serious 
matter exclusively from a financial point of view, we would have te think 
about what U Thant told us: ‘Just 1 day of the war in Vietnam cost its par- 
ticipants more than the total annual budget of the United Nations.’ More 
serious and eloquent than the figures are, however, the risks we would have 
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to assume, The United Nations may represent just one tenuous hope for peace, 
But we have no other hope." 


The Path 


Throughout the existence of the United Nations, Brazil has been eaking iceelf 
what would be the best path for the organization to follow, bearing in mind 
the changes in the world situation and the massive presence of increasing 
numbers of countries in the imposing New York headquarters. The great ma- 
jority of current members did not have any voice in enunciation of the prin- 
ciples that established the United Nations. For such countries, the UN Char- 
ter represents only a “membership pledge.” for this reason there is a con- 
stant and urgent need to bring the text of the Charter ur to date. 


A situation that concerns Brazil in this analysis is the difference between 
the position of small and medium-sized countries (among which Brazil includes 
itself) and that of the major powers. The first group would like to free 
itself from the so-called realism of 1945, which is the tendency to establish 
standards based upon the outcome of World War II. The second group still 
would like to adhere to the so-called "spirit of San Francisco," which is a 
peace that would depend almost solely on harmonizaing the actions of the vic- 
torious powers in that war. The nuclear nonproliferation treaty--which Bra- 
zil opposes because it considers it discriminatory--is a very good example 

of this desire to return to the climate of 1945. 


It is not by chance that the FRG was among the countries most opposed to the 
treaty. For the Soviet Union, it still represents an obsession. There is 
the fear of a hypothetical revengeful Germany strong once again and now 

armed with nuclear bombs. Moscow knows that, of all the militarily non- 
nuclear nations today--perhaps not forgetting Japan--Germany would be the 
only one with technological and financial resources, and the necessary na- 
tional determination and motivation as well, to become a first-class nuclear 
power. With a brutal touch of irony, Ambassador Araujo Castro was accustomed 
to say, in addressing the subject: "The Russians always see the ancient Teu- 
tons behind the Germans of today and this, moreover, was already the case be- 
fore the October Revolution." 


Another thing that Brazil asks itself is whether, with the best of intentions, 
concerned about peace and the need to prevent outbreak or resumption of hos- 
tilities, the United Nations is not often losing sight of the principles of 
international law established in the San Francisco charter. This tendency 
could favor “accomplished facts" resulting from use of force or the threat of 
force. Perpetuation of unjust situations may hower the confidence of nations 
in the United Nations, which always recommends a marriage between the idea 

of peace and that of international justice. 


Brazil views the classical episode of the invasion of Czechoslovakia by the 
Soviet Union in this light. It occurred at the exact instant when the non- 
nuclear nations were being asked to put "blind and unlimited" faith in the 
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actions and moderation of the nuclear powers. But it Was one of Chese na- 
tions that resorted to force, justifying its violation with a theory of 
‘limited sovereignty.” This theory would strengthen the doctrine of "spheres 
of influence” to which Brazil is opposed. The so-called Western powers at 
the time denounced the invasion of Czechoslovakia, but did not sufficiently 
denounce the doctrine upon which it was based, Ambassador Araujo Castro 
could not at that time avoid « critical remark: “The United Nations Charter 
was violated several times before. Never, however, did any power have the 
effrontery to advance legalistic and doctrinaire arguments to justify such 
violations. In the interests of defending and safeguarding some fundamental 
principles, @ somewhat larger dose of hypocrisy would, in fact, have been 
preferable." 


Ba 34 
cso: 401 
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BRAZIL 


CONSTITUTLONAL AMENDMENT ON CONGRESSIONAL PRIVILEGES SUBMITTED 

PY1682349 Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 14 Mar 80 p 4 PY 
[Text of constitutional amendment proposal submitted by deputy Flavio 
Marcilio,y Social Democratic Party representative from Ceara State, restoring 
full privileges to congress | 

(Text) In accordance with the terms of Article 49 of the Federal Constitu- 
tion, the executive boards of the Chamber of Deputies and the Senate pro- 
mulgate the following amendment to the constitutional text: 


Article 1. The constitution's provisions listed below will henceforth be 
enforced with the following changes: 


Title: Of the National Organization 

Chapter VI. Of the Legislative Branch, Section I[--General Provision 
Article 29 

Paragraph 1. The National Congress will be called to extraordinary session: 
A) [as published] 


B) By the nation's president or by two-thirds of the members of the Chanber 
of Deputies and the Senate whenever they deem it necessary. 


Paragraph 2. 


Paragraph 3. The Chamber of Deputies and the Senate will meet in joint 
session presided over by the Executive Board of the latter on these occasions: 


Il. To inaugurate a legislative session; 
ll. To draw up their common regulations; 


Lil. To deliberate about a veto; 
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IV. To discuss and vote on the budget, and 
V. fo comply with other constitutional provisions, 


Articie W. It ie incumbent upon each congressional house to draw up its 
own internal regulations, to decide about its own organization, to adopt 
ite code of conduct and to fill positions on its service staff. 


Paragraph 1. In the formation of committees, every effort will be made 
to insure proportional representation for the national parties which 
participate in the respective congressional house. 


Paragraph 2. The Executive Board of the Chamber of Deputies or of the Senate 
will channel through the nation's president any request for information 
regarding facts related to legislative matters under discussion or regard- 
ing facts subject to control by congress or one of its houses. 


Article 32. Deputies and senators have immunity for their opinions, state- 
ments and votes in the exercise of their mandates. 


Paragraph 2. if the respective house does not make its pronouncement within 
40 days after having received a request for stripping a congressman of his 
immunity, that request will be included in the day's agenda immediately 
after the bilis, decree-laws and vetoes whose deadlines for debate have 
passed, and a vote on them will be taken on a priority basis, postponing 
treatment of any other matter. 


Paragraph 5. In cases of crimes against the national security and exempting 
cases referred to in the heading of this article, the attorney general, 
(ter receiving a report on the crime and considering its seriousness, may 
request the suspension of the congressional mandate until the Federal 
Supreme Court renders its final decision. 


Article 5. 


Paragraph 4. In the cases provided for in parts IV and V of this article, 
loss or suspension of the mandate will be automatic and will be announced 
the Executive Board of the house. The same procedure will apply if the 

neressman is condemned under provisions of Paragraph 5 of Article 32. 


Article 3%. The deputy or senator holding the post of state minister, 
ederal district governor, territorial governor, state secretary, mayor 
a capital city or on leave of absence for a period of 120 days or longer 
jue to sickness or to look after personal affairs which cannot be neglected 
will not lose his mandate. 


rection Il: Of the Chamber of Deputies 


Article 40. 


[it. Submit bill creating or eliminating positions in their service staffs 
and establishing the respective salaries. 
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Section Ill: Of the Federal Senate 


Article 4l, 


Paragraph 3. Each senator will be elected with an alternate. 
Article 42, it will be exclusively incumbent upon the Senate to: 


IX. Prepare bills creating or eliminating positions in its service staffs 
and establishing respective salaries. 


Section IV, Of the Functions of the Legislative Branch 


Article 50, Complementary bills obtaining favorable votes of the absolute 
majority of both houses of congress will be considered to be approved. 


Article 31. 


Paragraph 3. The lack of debate within the time period stipulated in this 


article will preclude voting on any other matter until bills whose deadlines 
have passed have been acted upon. 


Paragraph 4. This paragraph is eliminated and the remainder paragraphs 
are renumbered accordingly. 


Article 55. 
LI. Public Finance 
III. It is eliminated. 


Paragraph 1. The published text will become effective immediately, and a 
decree-law will be submitted by the nation's president to congress, which 
will approve or reject it, but never amend it, within 60 days from the 
date of its submission. 


Paragraph 2. Failure to discuss it within the time period stipulated in 
this article will cause the decree-law to be automatically included in the 
agenda of the joint session after the bills whose deadlines for discussion 
have passed, and discussion on any other matter will be postponed until a 
vote is taken on that agenda. 


Article 59. 


Paragraph 3. Once the president of the Senate is informed of a veto, he 
will convoke to session the houses of congress to be likewise informed of 
the veto, and if the bill, in a secret vote taken within 45 days, obtains 
the favorable vote of two-thirds of the members of each congressional house 
it should be considered approved, and thereafter the approved bill will be 
sent to the nation's president for promulgation. 
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Paragraph 4, Failure to deliberate within the deadline stipulated in this 
article will result in the automatic inclusion of the veto on the agenda 
of the joint congressional session after the bills and decree-laws whose 
deadline for discussion have passed, and voting on this agenda will take 
precedence over any other matter. 


CSO: 300] 











BRAZ 11. 


LIBYA ASKS CONDEMNATION OF FRENCH INTERVENTLON LN TUNISIA 
Rio de Janeiro 0 GLOBO in Portuguese 25 Feb 60 p 14 


{Text} Brasilia--Libya's charge d'affaires in Brazil, Mohamed Gattour, yes- 
terday reques'( Brazil's condemnation of French intervention in Tunisia. 
Gattour asserted that France sent troops to the Libyan border, alleging that 
lunisian guerrilla forces were being trained by Tripo):. 


“These falsehoods were the pretext that France used to intervene in Tunisia 
as it has done in other African countries such as Chad, Zaire and the Centra) 
African Empire,” said Gattour, adding: “We hope that Brazil, as 4 free na- 
tion, will condemn foreign intervention on behalf of the peoples’ self-de- 
termination.” 


Note 


The Libyan charge d'affaires said his country's Foreign Ministry sent a note 
to ltamaraty |Foreign Relations Ministry) reporting the recent events in 
Tunisia. The document asserts that Libya has no connection “direct or in- 
direct with the events in the city of Gafea,"” and that the accusations 
against Tripoli “have the purpose of diverting the Tunisian public from 
their internal problems and the reasons that caused the popular revolt." 


ltamaraty spokesman Bernardo Pericas reported that Mohamed Gattour had made 
no appeal for Brazil to repudiate intervention by French troops in Tunisian 
events. He said that the Libyan charge d'affaires met last week with the 
chiet of the Asia, Africa and Oceania Department, Marcos Azambuja, and with 
the ministry's secretary general, Baena Soares, but did not comment on the 
matter. 


4634 
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BRAZIL 


DETALLS ON PRC LNTEREST IN MILITARY EQUIPMENT SALES GIVEN 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 24 Feb 80 p 5 


|Text}) The principal objective of a secret Chinese military mission that 
has been in Sao Paulo since Friday is to buy medium and light armored tanks 
made in Brazil, particularly the "Sucuri,” made by ENGESA [Specialized En- 
gineers, Inc}. The Chinese are guests of that company, which specializes 
in manufacturing armored tanks and cars, missile launchers, rockets and light 
weapons. Today the committee is visiting EMBRAER [Brazilian Aeronautics 
Company) in Sao Jose dos Campos and on 5 March will be received in Brasilia, 


At the Caesar Park Hotel, a heavy security guard of federal police prevents 
any stranger from approaching members of the committee, with the assertion 
that the PRC mission is of “great importance to national security" and that 
"the matter cannot be divulged until 6 months from now." 


Poltee are deployed throughout the lobby, in plain clothes or as reception- 
iste. If any interest is expressed in the Chinese mission, they are the 
(iret to approach, identifying themselves as employees of the hotel. If 
anyone becomes insistent, they eventually allege that only one of the ENGESA 
directors, Luiz Aratangy, can give out information. 


on Feiday evening they used this subterfuge without success, which compelled 
‘hem to identify themselves tn order to force reporters to leave. Luiz 
Aratangy, in turn, alec refused to discuss the matter, asserting that he 
ould not divulge anything without permission of the company's owners. 


Yesterday morning, when members of the committee began coming down to the 
lobby, they could easily be taken for tourists: sport clothes, cameras 
siung over their choulders. That same heavy security force, however, 
prevented any contact, since the agents, anticipating questioning, forced 
reportere to leave, this time with threats of abuse. One agent seized a 
reporter's c. wra, trying to learn whether he had taken any pictures, and 
did not return it until outside the hotel, after calling a taxi and putting 
the reporters in it. 


“it there's any resistance, I'll have to cail the police--even though nothing 
could be done against you legally, but they can be pretty mean,” warned the 
federal official, who said his name was Jose. 
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Shortly thereafter the committee left the hotel, At that time, no ENGESA 
directors could be found, The manager of the company's Public Relations 
Department said he didn't know where they were nor when they would return, 
One of the hotel employees mentioned that the committee had left for Sao 
Jose dose Campos, probably to visit company headquarters, One of the federal 
agente said that the vieit is essentially “to go sightseeing.” 


Nor did members of Luise Aratangy's family know where he could be found: 
"When he left, he said he was going to the factory,” asserted hie son, Luis 
Aratangy Junior, who wae astonished to learn that he was not there. 


In ltamaraty, Caution 


On 5 March the PRC mission will be in Brasilia for the last leg of ite visit 
to Brazil. The group is headed by Zang Ping and there are two meetings 
scheduled: the first, in the Army Ministry and the second, in the Foreign 
Relations Ministry with the head of the Trade Promotion Department, Ambaesa- 
dor Paulo de Tareo Flecha de Lima. The subject will be the sale [ arms to 
the People's Republic of China. 


The Chinese mission is composed of 11 members, 411 second-echelon officials 
of the Defense and Foreign Trade ministries. Their visit is not considered 
official. ENOESA, Brazilian manufacturer of combat vehicles, is responsible 
for theit invitation and their itinerary, which includes visits to Sao 
Paulo, Rio de Janeiro, Belo Horizonte, Salvador, Recife and Iguacu Falls. 
The Chinese expressed special interest in visiting the EMBRAER piant in Sao 
Jose dos Campos and the construction site in Ltaipu, as well as the ENGESA 
plants in Sao Paulo and Saivador. 


Itamraty [Foreign Relations Ministry) sources pointed out that this mission, 
just as the eight missions that visited here in 1979, does not have the im- 
mediate objective of importing Brazilian equipment. "ENGESA is pursuing its 
business of advertising its war materiel and inviting missions from coun- 
tries that show interest. Results, however, can only be expected over the 
medium term, because of the cautious way the Chinese do business. Suffice 

it to say that no increase in Brazil-PRC trade has resulted from the eight 
previous Chinese missions that came here last year,” a source said. 


ltamaraty cites the next meeting of the joint commission, to be held in 
Peking on 4 and 5 March, as the most effective channel for increasing Bra- 
zilian exports and purchases of petroleum, coal and pharmaceutical raw ma- 
terials that interest Brazil. The Brazilian delegation, led by the chief of 
the Africa, Asia and Oceania Department, Minister Marcos Azambuja, includes 
representatives of other ministries and some businessmen, under the spon- 
sorship of the National Confederation of Industry. 





Armored Vehicles of Laterest 


[Article by Roberto Godoy: "“Sucuri, Urutu and Cascavel, the Armored Vehicles 
of Interest" |] 


China has the largest army in the world--and 4 problem that Brazil may be 
in a position to solve: supplying modern equipment of good quality, ad- 
vanced technology and, especially, low cost. This is exactly what the PRC 
mission has come to see: the manulacturing capability of the Bragilian 
ordnance industry, which can, under normal production conditions, deliver 
an armored vehicle every §& hours, but can double that rate if market condi- 
tions justify. 


That, specitically, is what can be done by ENGESA--Specialized Engineers, 
inc--parent company of 4@ system that includes 350 companies providing, di- 
rectly and indirect!y, 100,000 jobs and mobilizing an economy equal to 3 per- 
ceat of the PNB (Crosse National Product), or about §5 billion. From light 
weapons to “Independence -classe frigates, whose British technology was 
bought by the Brazilian government through the Vosper shipyards. 


In the short run, however, the Peking generals want to buy light and medium 
tanke. At that point the PRC government must make a choice: the Chinese 
industrial sector can meet the needs of the armed forces, but to do so it 
would have to neglect priority programs such as installing an iron and steel 
complex. in the international market, however, China faces two types of 
problems: limitations of a political nature anu excessively long delivery 
cycles, as well as inflated prices, 


For this reason, the Chinese are greatly interested in, for example, the 
Sucurt EE-1L7, an 18-ton tank destroyer that is also the largest wheeled 
combat car now available worldwide, The highly maneuverable Urutu EE-11, 
also made by ENGESA, is probably the most adaptable of ail vehicles pro- 
duced by the company: it is amphibious, can be mounted with an anti-air- 
craft turret or a mortar. A configuration has been developed recently for 
the radar-controlled ultra-rapid 20-millimeter gun made by the Swiss firm 
Oerlikon. The leading model developed by the planning division is the 
Cascave! EE-9, a 6-wheel armored vehicle capable of accepting 5 different 
hinds of turrets (90-millimeter guns; mortars; double machineguns; missile 
-auncher,; rocket launcher) that can overcome uneven terrain obstacles with 
a “boomerang” suspension and comes with options such as air-conditioning 
filters and laser sighting. 





Meanwhile, ENCESA has a very fast and maneuverable Jararaca EE-3, a recon- 
naissance patrol car introduced in 1979, About the size of a conventional 
jeep, with G-wheel traction, it carries a 12.7-millimeter M2 machinegun, 

but can be fitted with an anti-tank missile launcher or a 90-millimeter 
mortar piece. With a range of 600 kilometers and a 102-horsepower Mercedes- 
Bene motor, seating 4 j-man crew, it covers the gamut from superheavy to 
ultralight. 
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All the models aleo conform to 4 manufacturing philosophy that has been the 
decisive factor for acceptance of Bragilian articles among international 
buyers, especially from the Third World: most of the components can be 
purchased from any truck dealer, in fact, the steering system of each 
ENGESA armored vehicle le elmilar to those of freight trucks that are found 
everywhere, and this means that any driver can steer it, 


liere are some other characteristics of the three leading Brazilian armored 
vehicles: Cascavel--top speed of 100 kilometers per hour, range of 750 
kilometers, price of $350,000 to $450,000, 90-millimeter gun, 7.62-millimeter 
coaxial NATO machinegun and 6 electrically -controlled mortars, 


Urutu--top speed of 95 kilometers per hour (11 kilometers per hour in sea- 
going version), range of 600 kilometers, turret-mounted 90-millimeter or 

machinegun weapon. Sucuri--top speed of 110 kilometers per hour, range of 
600 kilometers, 90-millimeter weapon in oscillating turret and 4 mortars. 


Aircratt 


EMBRAER can show the Chinese at least 14 different versions of the apparently 
inexhaustible Bandeirante turboprop. But the greatest interest will certein- 
ly be shown for the sea-patrol version, the EMB-111, which the company has 
sold to Chile (6 aircraft for a total amount of 99 million cruzeiros) and 
intends to deliver to several African countries, 


The EMB-111 carries air-to-sea and air-to-land rockets, possibly delayed-ac- 
tion anti-submarine bombs. It costs relatively little: 16 million cruzeiros. 
This aircraft is just one leading member of 4 vast array of products that 
Brazil can sell to China in this sector, 


IMBEL--Ordnance lndustry--created in 1975 to coordinate the sector in Brazil, 
has control of the seven most important supply plants (Piquete, Juiz de Fora, 
Andarai, Rio de Janeiro, Ltajuba, Mage and Wenceslau Braz). it considers 

31 basic articles to be “customarily produced” in Brazil: 9%-millimeter and 
45-caliber automatic pistols for personal protection; 7.62-am-caliber auto- 
matic rifles as individual combat weapons; 7.62-am-caliber “para” Type auto- 
matic rifles, especially for use by paratroopers; 7.62-mm-caliber machinegun 
rifles to be used in support of group combat action; 9-mm hand machineguns 
for special missions; 5O-mm-caliber heavy machineguns for low-altitude anti- 
aircraft and defense against non-armored or lightly armored vehicles and 
against infantry troops; 57-am and 106-am-caliber recoilless guns; 90-am 
guns for combat cars; 60-amn, Sl-aen and 120-am mortars; 2.36-inch and 3,.53- 
inch rocket launchers; multiple rocket launchers; smokescreen launchers 

tc be installed in combat care; ammunition for infantry weapons of various 
types and various calibers: 5.56 mm, 7 am, 7.62 am, 9 am, 30-, 45- and 50- 
inch; ammunition for 20-am, 37-am, GO-mm, 57-mm, 75-em, 9-cmn, 105-am, 127- 
om and 155-em guns; ammunition for 60-am, 8l-am and 120-mm mortars; 2.36- 
inch and 3,5-inch-caliber rockets for rocket Launchers; offensive-type hand 
grenades; defensive-type hand grenades; offensive-defensive-type hand gre- 
nades; anti-personnel rifle grenades; anti-car rifle grenades; anti-personnel 
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mines, anti-car mines, pyrotechnic signaling devices, binocul@rs, sighting 
field glasses, theodolites, gontometers, compasses and other equipment for 
ob rvation and fire direction; telephones and radios for combat operation; 
ai ored reconnaissance cars, on wheels; amphibious armored cars with wheels, 
for toop transport; bridge-launching cars; special powder for nonfire, non- 
emoke firing; ga@e masks; and steel helmets, 


BAI 
cso 001 








GRAZIL 


GOVERNMENT SEEKS 1980 COFFEE EXPORTS OF 15 MILLION BAGS 
Competition Keen, Consumption Stable 
Rio de Janeiro 0 GLOBO in Portuguese 26 Feb 80 p 22 


(Text) Brasilia--"The performance of Brazilian coffee exports has been satis- 
factory for a market where the number of exporters is increasing and con- 
sumption remains stable. We are working toward having sales of between 

12 million and 15 million bage this year," said Camilo Penna, minister of 
industry and commerce, after a conference with the president of the republic. 


Penna was accompanied by the president of the Brazilian Coffee Institute 
(IBC), Ambassador Octavio Rainho da Silva Neves. Rainho reported to Presi- 
dent Figueiredo on his recent trip to the United States, where he took part 
in a meeting of American coffee roasters. 


The industry and commerce minister later announced that the results achieved 
by the LBC last year and export policy for this year were discussed with the 
president. 


He said the low level of January coffee sales resulted from the fact that 
this year's export policy had not yet been clearly defined, coupled with the 
fact that December exports were very large. 


However, there are already indications of large sales volume in February and 
March, the minister said. 


Realistic Policy 


The IBC will continue to follow a realistic policy, trying to maintain market 
competitiveness to approach the goal of 15 million bags, said Camilo Penna. 
According to him, Brazil has been retaining an adequate share of a stable 
market, where the number of new competitors is increasing, some of them op- 
erating with lower costs and, consequently, offering lower prices. 


In 5 years, the worldwide volume of exported coffee increased from 56.7 mil- 
lion bags (1975) to an estimated 62.6 million bags (1980). Meanwhile, 
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consumption has remained stable, with many importers diverting their funds 
to purchase of staple commodities, 


The industry and commerce minister said that this situation "makes things 
serious,” but, despite this, Brazil has managed to maintain receipts from 
coffee exports above the $2 billion mark since 1976. Foreign exchange re- 
ceipts since 1974, including coffee beans and soluble coffee, were as fol- 
lows: 

~ 1974; $1 billion 

~ 1975: §900 million 

~ 1976: $2.4 billion 

~ 1977; $2.6 billion 

~ 1978: $2.3 billion 

~ 1979: $2.3 billion 


German Market 


Regarding statements by Flavio Marcilio, president of the Chamber of Depu- 
ties, to the effect that IBC policy is not very aggressive toward the FRG 
market, Camilo Penna remarked that this situation results from Brazil's 
trade strategy. Unlike other producers, IBC does not conduct a policy 
based upon volume, but rather one based upon exchange receipts. According 
to market theory, prices are higher for smaller supplies of the product, 


Intends Regaining Market Share 
ao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 30 Jan 80 p 25 


\Text| Brazil intends this year to regain its share of the coffee market in 
the United States, the FRG and Scandinavia, based upon the trade policy that 
has been approved by the ministers of the economic area, the president of 

the LBC, Octavio Rainho da Silva Neves, asserted in Rio de Janeiro yesterday. 


After revealing that businessman Floriano Pecanha dos Santos was appointed 

as special assistant to the president of IBC for trade--and not as director-- 
Rainho maintained that Brazil can reach its export goal of 15 million bags 
chis year, even though only 251,751 bags were registered for shipment in 
january. 


Kepyarding appointment of Floriano Pecanha dos Santos as his assistant, the 
(BC president--who insisted he had asked him to be export director--justi- 
‘,ed that position as providing more freedom of action. According to Rainho, 
\t was upon these conditions that Pecanha dos Santos was willing to accept 
the position of assistant, rather than director, for export. The position 

‘f export director will be filled temporarily by the production director, 
‘ose de Paula Motta Filho, until a permanent appointment is made. 


\ccording to Rainho Neves, export policy--unlike domestic production policy-- 
.§ subject to unexpected fluctuations as a result of various factors, such 


1s the need to obtain more foreign exchange and confront competition from 
‘ther countries, many of which grant discounts to their customers, hampering 


wintenance of a policy “without artificial devices." Before leaving for 
the United States tomorrow, the IBC president will hold a "working meeting" 
in Rio de Janeiro with (Planning) Minister Delfim Netto and [Finance] Min- 
.ster Ernane Galveas, 
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CHILE 


WRITER BACKS ‘GROUP OF 24' OPPOSITION TO BAN ON IDEAS 
Santiago HOY in Spanish 20 Feb 80 p 8 
[Editorial by Claudio Orrego Vicuna: “Ideological Proscription" } 


[Text] A recent document by the “group of 24" urges the need in the future 
democracy to avoid proscribing ideas unless they incite to undemocratic 
behavior. This provoked angry reaction in some right-wing circles, which 
dismissed this concept as "politically naive" and “ignoring the lessons of 
history.” Let us consider the subject. 


1. Historical experience with ideological proscriptions shows that the only 
naive people are those who think that ideas can be eradicated by decree or 
that political and social movements can be ignored by law. Examples such 
as the Peronist and Aprist movements in Latin America and dozens of others 
in Furope and Asia demonstrate the vanity of such pretensions. 


2. “Learning the lesson of history,” for the circles referred to, means 
not forgetting the Popular Unity period. They forget that it ended in 197? 
and that it is now 1980. Therefore to a potential effort of Marxist origin 
to destroy the democratic order should be added the fact of the destruction 
of that order by an authoritarian right-wing regime. Only an analysis of 
both situations enables us to learn the lesson. 


3. When one speaks of prohibiting ideologies within a constitutional 
organization, what is sought is limits for the problem of Marxism. This 
reductionism is unacceptable, first of all because there are Marxists who 
have proven themselves to be consistent democrats--the social democrats of 
Europe and Soviet dissidents such as Plyushch and Medvedev, among thousands 
of examples. And secondly, because historical experience in Chile shows 
that anti-democratic ideologies occur within the right wing as well. 


4. To accept the concept of banning ideologies would entail in practice not 
only excluding the Marxists from future public life but also the nation- 
alists, the trade unionists, the representatives of the major economic 
interests and, in general, all those who have inspired, served and 
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contributed to stabilizing an undemocratic political order and have vaunted 
their theoretical and practical contempt for democracy and reapect for 
basic human rights. 


5. It seems evident that a proposal of this sort makes the democratic 
coexistence of the nation impossible. it is therefore indispensable to 
create new conditions in order to produce a convergence of all Chileans 
toward an ethic and civic comportment consistent with democracy. This pre- 
cludes continuing to judge everyone by his past and requires that this be 
done on the basis of future behavior. It does not mean “naivete" toward 
the communiate, the MIR [Movement of the Revolutionary Left) sector, the 
nationalists, trade unionists or right-wing advocates of a coup. It only 
means willingness not to exclude them a priori. 


6. Rather than legal provisions which seek to ignore social realities, it 
ie a question of creating mechanisms for legal safeguards and sanctions 
which enable public opinion to defend iteelf against any anti-democratic 
threat. To this end it is basic to be able clearly to identify all in 
term: of what they think and what they do. Proscription inevitably pushes 
its victimes into secrecy, infiltration of other groups and in the end 
generalized suspicion, desperation and in the final analysis rebellious 
violence. This is what the “group of 24," with great realism, is seeking 
to spare Chile in the future. 
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CHILE 


GUZMAN GIVES VIEWS ON FUTURE CONSTITUTIONAL SYSTEM 
Santiago ERCILLA in Spanish 13 Feb 80 pp 14-17 


[Article by Jaime Guzman, ERCILLA columnist, in response to an article by 
Claudio Orrego: "Concerning the Political Path" ] 





(Text) A recent weekly periodical carried an article by Claudio Orrego 
refuting mine entitled "The Political Path" which appeared in the December 
issue of REALIDAD. The serious and lofty level of that refutation makes a 
discussion about the differences set forth possible and useful. The same 
is not the case with the criticisms of my ideas formulated by some other 
persons, which, because they remained in the realm of pat phrases, crude 
misrepresentation or censure of intentions, do not appear to merit a reply. 


Basis of a Stable Democracy 


In the article of mine to which I refer, I maintained that by tradition and 
idiosyncracy Chile must move toward democracy as the normal future form of 
government, and that its establishment on foundations which basically correct 
the vices which in the end destroyed our old democratic institutional system 
in 1973 is one of the great tasks history has set for the present govern- 
ment. 


I maintained, however, that in order for this new democracy to be stable, 
it must function on the basis of three fundamental hypotheses: 


1. <A minimal consensus of the national community as to the basic values of 
its social organization, so that political differences will not lead to 
anarchy or civil war. If indeed this demands excluding from civic life 
totalitarian or violent doctrines, it means in the final analysis that this 
consensus must emerge as the spontaneous conviction of an overwhelming 
national majority. 


2. <A eeufficient level of economic, social and cultural development to give 
rise to an effective commitment by the citizens to the prevailing political 
system, for democracy means little to those who obtain from it only misery 
and backwardness, and those finding themselves in such a situation are easy 
prey for any demagogic or extremist venture. 
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}. <A reduction of state power to ite proper dimensions, consistent with 
the ancillary principle, to strengthen the scope of real individual freedom 
in the aspects which most directly affect individual and family destinies, 
and are expressed in particular in economic and social liberties which the 
present generation in our country has never known, but which once embodied 
by the average Chilean after the exercise of them for some years will be 
the best bulwark against any threat of state or totalitarian power. 


| added that the creation of these three prerequisites for a stable democracy, 
a task in which the present government has advanced substantially, nonethe- 
less requires for its culmination a sufficient period of time to ensure the 
validity of the Chacarillas Plan, which contemplates a full and viable 
democratic system for the second half of this decade. 


From the conceptual point of view, Claudio Orrego focused his objections on 
the last two of the three elements I mentioned as foundations for a stable 
democracy, maintaining essentially the following: 


a) That economic, social and cultural development is not a prerequisite 
for a stable democracy, but a goal which can be achieved through full 
exercise of democracy. This would be proven by the experience of such 
countries as the United States, since it won independence, France, since 
ite 1789 revolution, and England, since the Industrial Revolution; and 


b) That my thesis to the effect that economic freedom is a prior condition 
to political freedom entails accepting the basic thesis of Marxist 
historical matertalism, which sees in the infrastructure of production 
relations the factor determining the political system and the super- 
structure. 


Defining Concepts 
! will take up the two objections separately. 


a) I believe that the examples used by Claudio Orrego to show that economic, 
social and cultural development is not a prerequisite for political democracy 
serve only to corroborate my thesis. In fact, if his claim were true, there 
would have been no need to go so far either in time or in space. 


Chile too, in the last century, was an example of a nation which came to be 
a continental power through the exercise of democracy. But in all these 
cases, what existed was a democracy of the elite, in which the only real 
participants in political life were members of a minority, those in the 
sectors which because they had access to the spiritual and material bene- 
fits society provided, felt that effective commitment, which any serious 
and stable democracy requires, to the prevailing system. 


As | explained in detail in my earlier article, it is precisely the shift 
to a mass society which leads to imbalance in the democracies in the 
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underdeveloped countries, Chile in particular. In fact, in incorporating 
in the electoral body large sectors which understandably view democracy as 
a foreign and unjust system, demagogy and extremism are provided with the 
most fertile breeding ground imaginable. The need to win over these votes 
drags the whole of political life toward demagogy in the end, although it 
be only the naive illusion of "wresting the banners" from those, because 
their ideological aspiration is the destruction of the system itself, who 
do not stop at the exploitation of greed and hatred. 


And it is not a question of theorizing on mere speculation, but rather 
analyzing our own specific experience. 


The instability of our democracy goes along with the explosive increase in 
our electoral body, which increased sixfold between 1938 and 1970. Since 
the women's vote was incorporated, we must conclude that in fact the voting 
population has tripled, an increase in any case far in excess of the pop- 
ulation growth. And in 1958, along with an end to the unacceptable practice 
of bribery, the evidence shows that the Marxist candidate won the support 

of about a third of the electorate. The minimal democratic consensus was 
then destroyed, and the inevitable collapse was only a matter cf time. 


Better Quality of Life 


In March of 1973, despite the prevailing chaos and setting aside the 
electoral fraud perpetrated by the Marxist government, the Popular Unity 
sector won 40 percent of the popular vote. Will anyone seriously maintain 
that 40 percent of the Chileans were doctrinary Marxists? What happened 
was simply that there were huge popular sectors which, because they lived 
in extreme poverty or a reality near that, voted for Marxism as a presumed 
hope for social redemption. A democracy which had denied them not only 
the minimum of material well-being, but access to the most basic education 
which would enable them to feel involved in the prevailing regime was in 
their eyes nothing more than entelechy. Thus its dismissal as "formal" or 
“bourgeois” was understandably accepted. What interest could a person 
excluded from the basic benefits of a dignified life have in the periodic 
renewal of authority, election processes or ideological disputes? Obviously 
very little, or practically none at all. 


Therefore I insist on the point that, since it is absurd and anachronistic 
to urge a return to a limited or elitist democracy, the only way in which 
Chile can for the first time in its history enjoy the conditions for a 
stable mass democracy is to achieve first a level of material and cultural 
development sufficient to arouse a widespread commitment by the citizenry 
to the future democratic systems being established. 


And when | speak of development, I do not mean mere per capita income nor 

simply economic well-being, but as I have said clearly, social and cultural 
development as well, including in these categories that impro:ement in the 
quality of life of individuals such that their education and maturity will 





enable them to distinguish and reject demagogic excesses. Because it had 
this last advantage, Germany has been able to rebuild its development since 
World War II. But things are very different in the nations facing the 
economic and socio-cultural realities of underdevelopment. 


b) As to the similarity Claudio Orrego seeks to establish between my 
position and historical materialism, it can only be based on an inadequate 
analysis of my article on his part. 


Il have never denied that politics enjoys, as he clearly says, "tremendous 
autonomy" with regard to economics. What I say is that both realities 
also are tremendously interrelated and mutually condition each other. 


Social Freedom, a Weighty Factor 


[ do not think that either political freedom or the democratic system can 
be a mere automatic byproduct of economic freedom, since this reduction 

of the political to the economic would effectively mean an approach to the 
erroneous concept of historical materialism, which in the final analysis 
denies man freedom. I do not maintain that the economic-social reality 
determines the political structure, but I do say it heavily conditions it. 
And Claudio Orrego knows well that the dividing line between two such 
concepts as "determination" and "conditioning" is the dividing line which 
separates historical materialism from a concept consistent with the spir- 
itual freedom of man. 


It is true that economic freedom does not in itself guarantee political 
freedom, although because of its dynamics it tends increasingly to favor 
it. But it is a necessary, although not the only, requirement for full 
political freedom. In other words, there is no true political liberty 
without real economic freedom. And I admit that one of the things which 
surprises me most in the non-Marxist opposition to the present government 
is the failure to understand this aspect which is as obvious as it is im 
portant. 


1 am still more surprised by the failure to see that the main economic and 

social freedoms have a much more direct effect on the life of the ordinary 

man than the exercise of the classic political rights, whose overestimation 
by these sectors I see as excessive and unrealistic. 


Without any question, if we regard certain primary human rights such as 
the right to life, integrity of the person, or personal freedom (habeas 
corpus) as basic manifestations of political freedom, we are dealing with 
a priority sphere of human liberty outweighing any other in the economic 
and social realm in importance. But if on the other hand we mean by 
political liberties those classic civic rights which are inherent parts 
of a democratic system of government, the reality changes substantially. 
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All ef those who are democrats regard the prevalence of these classic 
political rights as 4 basic element in the model to which we aspire, Sut 
in my view, certain economic and social freedoma are much more important 
than these, such as for example the effective exercise of the right to 
educate one's children; the right freely to decide on one'a own trade-union 
affiitation, without tte being a condition of labor s:cedom: the right to 
4 volee in the adminiatration of welfare funds; the right to undertake 
economic activity subject, for its success, to the impersonal rules of 
efficiency; or, finally, the right to have reapect for one's right of 
ownership guaranteed, 


Puact Dimensions of State Power 


And if in order to ensure these economic and social freedoms, because of 
special historical circumtances, it ie necessary temporarily to limit the 
exercise of political rights, thie ie not only justified, but even imper- 
ative from the point of view of freedom. For in the final analysis, real 
freedom [.° an individual depen’s more vitally on the category of economic 
and social right» referred to above than the traditional political rights. 
Further still, ti exerciee of the latter witiin a framework of exaggerated 
state control is ut a mere formality for the manipulation of the popular 
will by emall oligarchies (party, trade union or economic) putting all of 
their power over the estate apparatus, which exerts strong control over the 
fate of each individual, for the purpose. 


This is what the opposition does not understand. And this is the reason 
that their anguished protests about the throttling of freedom totally lack 
any echo among 4 people who do not see the presumed oppression they denounce 
anywhere. And it is then that those same individuals who proclaim their 
legendary faith in the popular will accuse the Chilean people of a 
“dwindling moral conscience”! An arbitrary and peevish reaction to their 
lack of popular support. 


In truth, they are aleo unconcerned about the fact that in recent decades 
our democracy has been used, through the policy of state control, to erode 
the economic and social freedom mentioned above progressively and system 
atically. They applaud and they demand the mere “reestablishment” of a 
democracy which has thus proved seriously anti-libertarian. 


Therefore it is unrelated to any suggestion of historical materialism that 
| reiterate ay belief chat « basic element in a future stable democracy in 
Chile is the reduction of the power of the state to its proper dimensions, 
strengthening the realm of economic and social freedom for individuals. 
And | believe that the exercise of these freedoms for some years, leading 
to their appreciation by a generation which has not yet experienced them 
sufficiently, is a pricr condition if the new democracy is to have within 
it one of the most effective bulwarks against any state or totalitarian 
threat. 
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Therefore | alao atress that bow guch power he who takes over leadership 
of the state, in relation to the freedom of individuals and the intermediary 
societies which they freely create, ia more important than who governs. 


Consensus and Legitimacy 


Only the elements mentioned above taken together can ensure that a choice 
can be made among various alternatives of government in the elections, 
without bringing into question the basta of the nation's form of life, the 
key to and barometer of democratic stability. 


The basic national consensus and the mass commitment to the system will 
ensure that any alternative seeking to attack ite foundations will be 
condemned to popular failure. Only moderate alternatives relatively similar 
one to the other will have a chance, ae is the case in the most solid modern 
democracies. And the reduction of state power to ite proper limit will be 
an additional and final guarantee that he who assumes government power will 
not find it easy to change the way of life characterizing the libertarian 
essence of the national being. 


liaving dealt with Claudio Orrego's objections, I must comment on two final 
observations of his which in my view get to the heart of the matter. 


My interlocutor, in fact, maintains that: 


a) The present povernment does not have the legitimacy to undertake a 
substantial alteration of our reality outside the full prevalence of 
democracy because 11 September 1973 did not provide legitimacy ensuring 
popular support of the new institutional system being developed; and that 


b) The prerequisites for a stable democracy set forth in my article are so 
difficult to define in terms of when they are achieved that their in- 
determinate time requirements give an advantage to those in power, as a 
pretext for their continuation. 


i would also respond to these two arguments separately. 


a) The main point in the difference which divides us lies precisely in the 
problem of the legitimacy of the institutional process undertaken by the 
government. 


Naturally, I cannot go along with the term "imposition" as applied to an 
institutional system which is giving rise to new forms of social participa- 
tion every day in the labor, business, communal, student and so many other 
sectors, in which a growing number of Chileans is being incorporated. The 
mass communications media themselves are the stage for debates which, if 
limited because of the existing emergency, show significant breadth which 
no one can honestly deny. 











Nor do | wiah to go into detail about the precise value of a national 
consultation, which, although no one has ever clatmed it would be a finished 
or perfeet model for popular voting, entatla in my view a real expression 
of a baste feeling by the citizens as to acceptance or rejection of the 
political leadership and continuation of President Pinochet. Nothing more 
than that, but nothing less either. 


A Syatem Solid in Itaelf 


| would bike to focus on the more difficult part of the objection, which 
has to do with the part of the new inetitution which any person reasoning 
objectively must agree is not being developed in accordance with fully 
democratic procedures. And that fact, which ia true, I defend for three 
basic reasons. 


1) Lf the 11 September movement was justified by the need to free Chile 
from the civil war and Marxiet totalitarianiem, it is obvious that the 
mission included correcting the evile and establishing the bases which will 
avoid the repetition of such a situation. 


The new inetitucional system is implicit in the reason for the existence of 
the military movement, and the objective aspects of the need for it derive 
from the continuing nature of the popular clamor demanding the advent of 
the present government. Moreover, the imperative and basic content of 

the new political, economic and social institutionality is not a product 

of the later influence of the economic team, as Claudio Orrego mistake ily 
states. These aspects were specifically mentioned by President Pinocht {rn 
various addresses in October of 1973 and were set forth solemnly in the 
statement of principles signed by the government junta on 11 March 1974. 


2) If the preceding institutional system broke down because it lacked the 
basic requisites for stability as a modern mass democracy, it is obvious 
that che establishment of these elements cannot come about through the full 
exercise of democracy. To maintain the contrary is an absurdity, since if 
this had been possible, either our democracy would not have broken down, or 
we would have to take the view that the breakdown was a superficial, non- 
structural thing, denying the obviously gore profound roots of the collapse 
already analyzed. 


I understand that this argument fails to persuade those who believe that 
Chile would have and has always had adequate bases for a stable democracy 
of the masses. But they cannot ignore its profound conceptual and ethical 
value for those of us assessing the problem in a different way, for the 
well-founded reasons set forth. 


3) The fact that the new institutional system is a free one and is designed 
to culminate in democracy makes it eminently reversible, unlike totalitarian 
systems, the full establishment of which presumes their irreversibility. 
Therefore I describe the present military government as pre-democratic. 





| reiterate that | believe it unlikely that the Chilean people would want 

4 later basic change in the new system, because its spiritual and material 
henefite will make them ite moat ardent defender, fut this will be through 
the process of free adheaton and not imposed coercton, The syatem will have 
in ite own merite and roote with the citizens the bases of ite own atability. 
Nowever, 1) Ia the end the new inatitutions do not reflect the majority 
feelings of the country, the possibility of altering them will always re- 
main open, conatetent with the logic and the procedures for which the 
democratic regime iteelf will provide fully. With the added advantage that 
the expression of the popular will in euch a case will have an incomparably 
deeper base, for it will be deciding about a reality already basically 
shaped, rather than future programs or new ideas which are inevitably alien 
or diffieult to understand, 


The cholce between traditional state control and the new regime of economic 
and social freedom will thus be an exercise in full political freedom which 
is more solid than the full democratic exercise precipitously imposed im 
mediately. 


A Future Plebiecite 


| agree with Claudio Orrego that what is normal is to seek a consensus and 
demonstrate it prior to a political decision. But he too must be aware 
that in exceptional crisis situations, the new reality required must be 
previously generated by a strong authority, which then submits ite actions 
for a popular verdict. Particularly when the “consensus” which is wanted 
is always @ compromise among petty political leadership representing the 
old system and resistant to any profound change. Portales did not seek a 
consensus in appealing to the illustrious political leaders of his era, 
nor did Alessandri reestablish the presidential system on the basis of 
agreement among the major parties of the time. They acted outside of or 
against their intentions, and thus they became consistent with the soul of 
the people, giving form to our enduring constitutions of 1833 and 1925. 


Even so, and in order to dissipate any doubts in this regard, I believe 
that a constitutional plebiscite like that announced by President Pinochet, 
legally committing the present government to a democratic future for Chile, 
and reasserting ite authority to administer the transition, would have an 
incaleulable political value, although it might be believed that it is not 
morally required as a requisite for legitimacy. 


») Such a plebiscite, insofar as it would establish a specific period for 
the transition, would in addition avoid ary possible loss of government 
credibtlity, tho exploitation of which by che opposition would be sustained 
and dangerous. Therefore I believe that a plebiscite period extending the 
military government until a specific date in the second half of this decade 
would strengthen its stability, particularly in view of possible crisis 
situations which can never be excluded. In order to defend its future 
permanence, there would then be no need for recourse to conceptual 








arguments which, although sometimes More solid than an electoral opinion, 
are more of an taeue in public debate, 


The fear on the part of Claudio Orrego and other opponenta that the fre- 
quirements for a atable democracy are betng used a8 4 pretext to delay their 
achievement indefinitely would then lose all reasonable basis. And thus the 
government would be considerably strengthened, while the new political in- 
atitutions would gradually gain experience, traditions and acceptance. 


1 do not need to dwell on the need for a plebiscite surrounded by the 
guarantees to ensure ite veracity and honesty. Our electoral history, even 
recently, leaves much to be desired in thie regard. Therefore it is a 
question of finding the formula which will today best guarantee free, secret 
and well-informed balloting, and a voting and vote-counting process which 
is upright and impartial. 


| hope that these lines will persuade Claudio Orrego and others that ay 
article on “The Political Path" was not intended as an “internal government 
sector polemic” but to encourage a broad exchange of ideas which can con- 
tribute even if only something to a serious and dispassionate analysis of 
our real situation and our future. 
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COSTA RICA 


ANTILCOMMUNIST MCRL SCORES GOVERNMENT'S ECONOMIC POLICY 
PALIJ1221 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 1746 GMT 12 Mar 50 PA 


[Text |! San Jose, 12 Mar (ACAN-ETE)<-The anticommunist “Free Costa Rica 
Movement" [MCRL] today strongly criticized the government's economic policy. 
in an advertisement in LA NACION, the MCRL said “It appears as if all the 
economic measures adopted by the government were aimed at stirring the peo- 
ple, desperate over the high cost of living, to violence as a last resort 
to make themselves heard at the palace." 


it also pointe to the fact that “to the government officials, who live in 
the clouds, concerned only over a more luxurious office, a vacation in 

Furope or the United States, it is difficult to realize that in many parts 
of the country the specter of famine is beginning to make its appearance." 


The MCRL adds that “The high cost of living is alarming Costa Ricans in the 
lower income brackets and we still cannot see any interest in stopping such 
4 situation on the part of those who have the power to do so." 


The anticommunists, who have not supported the San Jose government even 
though it has for several months been attacking the local Marxists and 
Soviet “imperialiem,” are opposed to the president's plan to travel to the 
United States. 


“We consider that at the present critical time in our country it is the duty 
of the president to remain in Costa Rica to confront the threat of hunger 
and violence hovering over our people,” the note affirms. 


Finally it criticizes the training being offered here to 40 former Nicara- 
guan fighters, and exhorts Public Security Ministry Juan Jose Echeverria 
Brealey--whom it calls the war minister--to explain whether "Costa Rica 
is to continue being a center for the export of subversion to Central 
America. 


cso: jyo10 


37 





CUBA 


ACOSTA CALLS ON CDR'S TO INTENSIFY REVOLUTIONARY VIGILANCE 
CDR Secretaries Session 
FLL31528 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1500 GMT 13 Mar 80 FL 


[Text) Armando Acosta, party Central Committee member and coordinator of 
the Committees for the Defense of the Revolution [CDR], has issued a call 
to all CDR members in Havana to intensify revolutionary vigilance and to 
heighten combativeness in the ideological area. Armando Acosta was summing 
up a plenary session with CDR secretaries at the block, zone, municipal and 
provincial levels which was also chaired by Julio Camacho Aguilera, member 
of the party Central Committee secretariat and party firet secretary in 
Havana city. 


Armando Acosta also pointed out that the CDR's are well prepared to tackle 
more aggressively the tasks that are truly within their scope with the 
enthusiasm that characterizes them and having exigency, efficiency and 
quality as their motto. 


New Provincial Coordinator 
FLI31541 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1526 GMT 13 Mar 80 FL 
[Excerpt] At the meeting, Jesus Fernandez Planchart of the CDR National 
Secretariat reported the results of an inspection and assistance visit to 


Havana city CDR's and announced the appointment of Comrade Jose Antonio Gell 
Noa as provincial coordinator of the Havana CDR. 
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CUBA 


NEW FMC SECRETARIAT ELECTED 
PLi01248 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1145 GMT 10 Mar 80 FL 


{Excerpts} The Third Congress of the Federation of Cuban Women (FMC) 
ended Saturday with a brilliant speech by Commander in Chief Fidel Castro, 
firet secretary of the party and president of the Councils of State and 
Ministers. 


The newly elected FMC National Committee was introduced at the last day of 
session of the congress. During its first meeting, the committee ratified 
Vilma Espin as president of the FMC and elected a new FMC secretariat. It 
was announced that the new FMC national secretariat is composed of Dora 
Carcano, Maria Julia Arredondo, Aracelis Careaga, Yolanda Ferrer, Esther 
Veliz, Marta Depres, Elida Valle, Blanca (Amaras), Vilma Salinas, (Alben 
Vicencio) and Isabel Jomarron. 


Vilma Espin read the final declaration of the congress. The declaration 
points out that the delegates present attached great importance to the re- 
sults obtained at the congress. The final declaration summarizes the acti- 
vities undertaken prior to the congress and notes that the successful con- 
clusion of these activities reflected the great love which FMC members feel 
for their organization. Vilma stressed that a new phase of work now begins 
requiring a maximum effort from each FMC member. 


‘Segin Espin recording] Upon closing this Third FMC Congress, we hail the 
celebration of the second party congress pledging to make every effort to 
make this invincible revolution advance and to overcome whatever obstacle 
comes up on the triumphant march of the Cuban people toward socialism. We 
repeat Fidel's words during his historic speech marking the 20th anniversary 
of the victory: We will face the future with the experience of 20 years and 
enthusiasm of the first day. [end recording] 
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HAVANA PROVINCLAL PEOPLE'S ASSEMLY NOTES DEFICIENCIES 
PL132554 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2230 GMT 13 Mar 80 FL 


[Text] The progress made by Havana in tasks aimed at implementing the eco- 
nomic of management and planning system were noted by Oscar Fernandez Mell, 
member of the PCC Central Committee and president of Havana City's Provin- 
cial People's Government Assembly. The top leader of the area's government 
organ made the closing remarks at a plenary session held to check on the 
progress of this activity and, specifically, of agreement No 55 of the 
provincial assembly's meeting of August 1979, which established the guide- 
lines for the work to be done to fulfill the steps outlined by che imple- 
mentation schedule. 


Fernandez Mell stated that even though the results are positive, we cannot 
feel satisfied because some deficiencies and difficulties still prevail and 
they must be eradicated. He also mentioned the fronts where work must 
intensify in coming months, such as concluding economic contracts, prepar- 
ing consumption rates, supporting the fair of surplus products scheduled 
for next Saturday and fulfilling the tasks on work organization. 


cso: 2010 
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CUBA 


TWO CTC NATIONAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS OUSTED FOR IRREGULARITIES 
PAL 30306 Paris AFP in Spanish 1537 Gf 12 Mar 80 PA 


[Text] Havana, 12 Mar (AFP)--Two members of the national committee of the 
Central Organization of Cuban Trade Unions (CTC) have been dismissed for 
irregularities, the triweekly TRABAJADORES, organ of the CTD, has reported 
here. 


According to the newspaper, Leris Lopez Puig, secretary general of the 

Labor Bureau of the Moa Integral Construction Enterprise, and Filiberto 
Betancourt Rubalcaba, secretary general of the provincial committee of the 
Sugarworkers Union in Camaguey [both titles as received) were removed from 
their posts for engaging in irregularities incompatible with their functions 
as members of that organization. 


This decision was announced during the 40th regular meeting of the national 
committee of the CTC in Havana. 





CUBA 


STATE COUNCIL APPROVES DECREE-LAW ON STUDENT DISCIPLINE 
FL141346 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1315 GMT 14 Mar 80 FL 


(Text) The Council of State has approved decree-law 33 of 12 March 1980 
which modifies the administrative procedure law. The new decree-law abol- 
ishes the appeal to courts which heretofore could be resorted to in student 
discipline violations. Therefore, the new decree-law explains that in the 
future suth appeals will be resolved by educational personnel. 


The reason, among others, for the new regulation is that the treatment of 
disciplinary cases that may be committed by students should become a pro- 
cedure tWat promotes the educational objectives of the school. 


cso: 3010 
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CUBA 


HAVANA MEETING EXAMINES FARM SCHOOL DROPOUTS, EDUCATION PROBLEMS 
PL142334 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2230 GMT 14 Mar 80 FL 


[Text] A meeting held in Havana today to examine the tasks of education, 
day care centers and sports in Havana was chaired by Julio Camacho Aguilera, 
member of the PCC Central Committee Secretariat and fi-st party secretary 
in the province. Attending the meeting were Jose Ramon Fernandez, vice 
president of the Council of Ministers and minister of education, and Jorge 
Garcia-Bango, president of the National Institute of Sports, Physical 
Educatiuon and Recreation. 


Ortelio Soler, director of education in the province, referred to the in- 
‘rease in the retention and promotion-rate reported during the first 

6 months of the present school term. Some of the province's problems dis- 
cussed at the meeting were the high number of students who attend a single 
session and remain outside the supervision of the school and the family 

as well as the number of requests for dropping out from junior high farm 
schools in Havana and on the Isle of Youth. 


Referring to the first problem Camacho urged those present to evaluate the 
situation for the purpose of adequately organizing the free time of youths 
and, with respect to the second, he said it is necessary to analyze the 
requests and accept only those which are reasonably justified, with respect 
to the school-plus-farmwork system. It was announced that according to the 
jirectorate of agriculture, this year's organization and discipline are much 
better and that even though the number of registered students has increased, 
an effort must still be made because this situation seriously affects the 
system. In that sense Jose Ramon Fernandez stated that effective measures 
must be adopted for the next school term in cases of students who do not 
participate in the school-plus-farmwork system. He stressed that 
Resolution No 715 will be strictly enforced. This resolution stated that 
those students who do not fulfill or drop out of the plan will be removed 
from preuniversity schools. 


(SO: wlo 








CUBA 


UPEC CONGRESS TO FOCUS ON JOURNALISTIC QUALITY 
FL201411 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1216 GMT 20 Mar 80 FL 


[Text] We hope this congress will really be a great impetus for conducting 
a superior phase of Cuban journalism, Ernesto Vera stated in a press 
conference on the Fourth Congress of the Union of Cuban Journalists [UPEC]. 
We will doubtlessly reach very advantageous conclusions, the UPEC Secretary 
General stressed when he talked about the great meeting of the Cuban 
journalists scheduled to take place from 27 to 29 March at the Palace of 
Conventions. 


Vera stated that the event should be equai to this great moment of our 
revolution. Our freedom and creative capacity have been, are and will 
always be absolutely loyal to the party, Fidel and the working class. 


The Fourth UPEC Congress is a combination of a process which began at the 
level of the 102 offices of the organization, whose current membership 
amounts to some 2,700 journalists. 


During its 3 days of work sessions the UPEC Congress will hold plenary 
meetings and working sessions of four committees, Vera also pointed out. 
The topic "For an Analytic, Militant and Creative Journalism" and 
resolutions on political, cultural and professional training, editorial 
policy and movement of volunteer correspondents will be discussed by the 
participants. Other subjects which will be discussed deal with ethical 
principles as well as other resoluticas and a declaration of international 
solidarity of the Cuban journalists. 


For many years the UPEC has maintained a very broad line of work, Vera 
said and added in closing: Now we must deepen in the examination and 


evaluation of what we do and seek mechanisms to effectively improve the 
quality of our work. 


cso: jr 
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CUBA 


BRIEFS 


OFFICIAL GAZETTE RULES--Council of Ministers Executive Committee Decree No 62 
has been published in the Official Gazette of the republic outlining the 
manner, period and conditions under which general rules adopted by organiza- 
tions of the Central State Administration will be published in the Official 
Gazette. The decree stipulates that such rules can only become effective 

3 days after publication in the Official Gazette of the republic. It is 
understood that a regulation of an organization of the Central State Admin- 
istration is of a general nature when it must be adhered to outside the 
framework of such organization or is of interest to social and mass organiza- 
tions or the population. The organizations will have 15 days from the date 
of the adoption of a regulation for its publication in the Official Gazette. 
{Text} [FL202219 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2205 GMT 20 Mar 80 FL] 


GDR COMPUTER DELIVERY--A (Robotron) 1940 computer of the German Democratic 
Republic today was delivered to the National Data Processing Center of the 
State Committee for Statistics. The modern computer has a capacity for 
1,040 memory units and a speed of 380,000 operations per second with 
magnetic discs. With additional accessory equipment, the computer will make 
a noteworthy contribution to the speedy processing of data which the center 
has to furnish various organizations and the Central Planning Board. The 
delivery ceremony, attended by Cuban and GDR technicians, served to reaffirm 
the friendship and solidarity that bind the two peoples. [FL212125 

Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2009 GMT 21 Mar 80 FL] 


ECONOMIC SHORTFALL, ABSENTEEISM--Rosario Fernandez, alternate member of the 
party Central Committee and a member of the Central Organization of Cuban 
Trade Unions Secretariat, has given the final report at the labor movement's 
20th anniversary emulation plenum in Havana. The report says that Havana 
City Province fell 2.3 percent short of the established economic and techni- 
cal plan, or 88.5 million pesos less than planned. It also says that 

668 centers registered an increase in absenteeism, a situation that will 

be critically analyzed to correct it. [Excerpt] [FL212033 Havana Domestic 
Service in Spanish 1806 GMT 21 Mar 80 FL] 
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OS SANTOS CONGRATULATES CANECUTTERS=<During his stay in Cuba Angolan 
President Jose Eduardo Dos Santos sent a congratulatory message to the 
members of the “Liberacton de Angola” canecutting brigade of the Youth 
Labor Army [FJT| for the productive successes they have accomplished in 
the present sugar harvest. In his message to the brigade of Las Tunas 
rrovinee, Dow Santos wishes ite membere a succeseful fultillment of the 
production goulea they have set for themselves in this harvest so that 
they may continue to hold the vanguard position in that province. [Text] 
[FL211025 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1045 GMT 21 Mar 80 FL) 


EXPORT SUGAR HANDLING--Guillermo Garcia Frias, member of the PCC Politburo 
and minieter of transportation, has sent a congratulatory message to the 
port workers in Pastelillo, Nuevitas, for their successece in the handling 
of export sugar. Among the port workers’ accomplishments are working on 
Sundays as a regular workday and challenging the workers in sugar mills 
and railroads to emulate. After learning about the contents of the message, 
the workers announced their decision to load all the sugar t at the Sugar 
Industry Ministry and the railroads deliver to the terminal. A demonstra- 
tion of this is the handling of 15,062 100-kg bags of sugar on 16 March, 
with which the five brigades attained averages of higher than 300 tons. 
{Text] [PL211153 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 21 Mar 80 FL) 


CLENFUEGOS PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY--The third session of the second term of 

the Cienfuegos Provincial People's Government Assembly opened today in 
Cienfuegos. Arnaldo Milian Castro, member of the party Politburo and 
minister of agriculture, attended the session. Ninety percent of the 
delegates are also attending the meeting. They will discuss a report from 
the Executive Committee and will examine a report on the 1980 plan and the 
budget to be applied to it, as well as approve or amend the work plan of 
the assembly's standing committees. The date when provincial delegates will 
render accounts to municipal assemblies will also be discussed at the 
session. [71221738 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1536 GMT 22 Mar 80 FL) 


HAVANA CITY ASSEMBLY--The first special session of the Havana City Provincial 
People's Government Assembly has been held at the fine arts palace with 

80 percent of ite delegates attending. The session was chaired by Oscar 
Fernandes Mell, member of the party Central Committee and president of the 
provincial assembly. The delegates approved the rendering-of-accounts report 
for 1979 and elected protessional judges for the provincial court. It was 
also announced that during the period analyzed, the Executive Committee of 
the Havana City Provincial Assembly held 32 meetings in which 308 agreements 
were reached. [FL221738 Havana Domestic Television Service in Spanish 

1700 GMT 22 Mar 80 FL] 


FMERGENCY SUGAR HARVEST DRIVE--A sugar harvest state of emergency has been 
declared in Holguin Province to complete production in April of most of 

the 800,000 metric tons of sugar pledged to Commander in Chief Fidel Castro. 
The action was announced by Miguel Cano Blanco, member of the party Central 
Committee and party first secretary in Holguin, who has insisted on in- 
creasing efficiency and rate of production. Cano Blanco explained that 
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industrial operations should close in April with a production of about 
665,000 metric tons of sugar. The party official called for maximum 
exploitation of the advantages which the existence of a prolonged drought 
represent for the harvest. [FL241132 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 
1100 GMT 24 Mar 80 FL) 


COOPERATIVES MOVEMENT--We should recognize that because of quantity, quality 
and enthusiasm with which Consolacion Del Sur has worked on the establishment 
of cooperatives, it leads the country in this activity. Jose Ramirez Cruz, 
member of the party Central Committee and president of the National Associa- 
tion of Small Farmers, has emphasized. Ramirez Cruz was making the closing 
remarke at the ANAP main event marking the beginning of the Giron work drive. 
The peasant leader explained that similar activities are taking place 
throughout the country but Consolacion Del Sur was selected for the main 
event because of its good work in the cooperatives system. Referring to 

the creation of peasant cooperatives, Ramirez Cruz stressed it is not possible 
to improve the standard of living of 200,000 Cuban peasants except through 
the cooperatives system in which some 850 cooperatives have already been 
established. He added that it was necessary to join several small agricul- 
tural and livestock production cooperatives in order to centralize resources. 
(FL241132 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 24 Mar 80 FL] 


TC NATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING--The 40th regular meeting of the national coun- 
il of the central organizationof Cuban Trade Unions [CTC) opens today, Mon- 
day at the Ernst Thaelmann hall of the CTC. The agenda of the mecting, 
which ends tomorrow, Tuesday, includes matters regarding the work done by 
the labor movement last year. Guidelines for 1980 will be set forth at the 
meeting. Other matters to be discussed include new socialist emulation 
eethods and ratification of the resolution of the CTC National Committee 
concerning instructions for the process of evaluation, election and/or 
reelection of officers in trade union sections. Work during the current 
parvest and che next one, changes in the structure of trade unions in keep- 
ing with changes made at the Central State Administration and other matters 
will be examined at the 40th regular meeting of the CTC National Council. 

Text! [FL101229 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1200 GMT 10 Mar 80 FL) 


“AY DAY PLANS--Achievement of tasks in tribute to the Second PCC Congress 
ind resolutions of the 14th Labor Congress are the main May Day objectives 
of the labor movement. This has been learned at the 40th meeting of the 
Netional Council of the Central Organization of Cuban Trade Unions [CTC]. 
ihe meeting opened in Havana on Monday chaired by CTC Secretary General 
Roberto Veiga. The plan for the International Day of Workers is aimed at 
«trengthening work and wages organization at all work places, the process 
of implementing the new indicators of socialist emulation, production 
nd services assemblies and educational obtectives, particularly the bat- 
‘lee for eixth and ninth grade education levels of workers. [Text] 
PL111127 Havana Domestic Service in Spantsh 1100 GMT 11 Mar 80 FL) 








PLONEER FESTIVAL--Armando Hart Davalos, member of the PCC Politburo and 
minister of culture, has attended « meeting at the Education Ministry during 
which the summer 80 arte and literature second pioneer festival was announced, 
The festival will be held at the Jose Marti Pioneer City in Tarara from 

8 to 15 August with 1,440 youths and children taking part in music, theater, 
dancing, literature and plastic arts events. Jose R. Fernandez called the 
festival a great youth festivity. He said it ie of fundamental importance 
ae a decisive element in the integral molding of our children and youths. 

The education minister added that in accordance with the use given to the 
resources, the artistic development will contribute to eliminate deficiencies 
existing in the integral molding of our students. Summer 80 in reality will 
not be a competition and will be dedicated to the second party congress and 
the 20th anniversary of the creation of the amateur performer movement, 

Jose R. Fernandez said in closing. [Excerpts] [FL110022 Havana Domestic 
Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 11 Mar 80 FL] 


CAMAGUEY PARTY MEETING--Juan Almeida Bosque, member of the party Central 
Committee Politburo, has participated in a meeting to evaluate, elect and/or 
reelect officers of the party leadership committee at the Vladimir Ilich 
Lenin central agricultural and livestock shops in Camaguey. Almeida Bosque 
was interested in the critical spirit of the meeting held at that work place. 
He insisted on learning if all problems at the work place and measures to 
overcome difficulties had been examined. The Politburo member toured the 
shops and other installations of the enterprise accompanied by Lazaro 
Vasquez, party first secretary in that province, and other officials. 

Last year Camaguey produced goods valued at more than 6 million pesos and 
fulfilled 145 percent of its production goals. [Text] [FL111116 Havana 
Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 11 Mar 80 FL) 


GIRON WORK DRIVE--In a meeting at PCC Central Committee headquarters, Orlan- 
do Fundora, chief of its revolutionary orientation department, noted the 
importance of the Giron Drive, which will require a serious effort on the 
part of all our people. “In production, to win as in Giron" is the central 
watchword of the traditional work drive which begins on 15 March, and its 
fundamental objectives are to deepen the revolutionary awareness of our 
people and step up the pace of all economic tasks, mainly those related to 
the next harvest. In his speech Fundora recalled statements made by Com- 
mander in Chief Fidel Castro and indicated that mass and political organiza- 
tions should place special emphasis on tasks in support of harvest efforts, 
port and transportation activities and all other productive tasks. [Text] 
[FL120035 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 12 Mar 80 FL) 


MACHADO VENTURA'S INDUSTRIAL TOUR--Party Politburo member Jose Ramon Machado 
Ventura on Tuesday visited areas of the Uruguay sugar mill and the pulp and 
paper factory under construction in Jatibonico. At the sugar mill, Machado 
Ventura was interested in the sugar quality, production and shipments as 
well as in the status of harvest work in general and the workers’ response 
to the pronouncements of Commander in Chief Fidel Castro at the national 
sugar harvest evaluation meeting. [Text] [FL121132 Havana Domestic Service 
in Spanish 1100 GMT 12 Mar 80 FL) 
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RISQUET'S LNDUSTRIAL TOUR=-PCC Central Committee Secretariat member Jorge 
Risquet has toured important industrial projects under construction in Santa 
Clara. Riequet was briefed on Che construction methods, characteriaticse and 
present etate of expansion work at the Pabric Aguilar Noriega iron and steel 
working enterprise, the railroad crossties and elastic fastenings enterprise 
and a vehicle repair shop. Soviet spectaliats working at those construction 
sites chatted with Risquet and representatives of the building agency. Ris- 
quet aleo met with conetruction workers at the eites he visited. [Text] 
{[FL122305 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2230 GMT 13 Mar 80 FL) 


MLRET'S INDUSTRIAL CONSTRUCTION TOUR=-In the mining municipality of Moa PCC 
Central Committee Politburo member Pedro Miret Prieto has visited important 
industrial mining and steel industrial development projects of that area. 

He checked on the projects’ progress and scheduled date of completion. Ac- 
companted by PCC Central Committee Secretariat members Jorge Risquet and 
Leone! Soto, Miret visited the construction sites of the Nuevo Mundo dam 

and the diese! engine assembly plant. Later on, accompanied by Miguel 

Cano Blanco, member of the PCC Central Committee and first party secretary 
of the Council of Ministers and minister of construction, Miret visited the 
construction site of the nickel plant in Punta Gorda and other installations. 
At the conclusion of the tour, the party leaders held a meeting to check on 
the progress of the construction work, Vice Minister of Construction Raciel 
Alvarez Correa reported on the pace of the construction work and availability 
of manpower from other provinces. [Text}) [FL132334 Havana Domestic Service 
in Spanish 2230 GMT 13 Mar 60 FL] 


REVOLUTIONARY ORLENTATION SEMINAR--Revolutionary orientation seminar for 
party cell committee secretaries, who are responsible for this activity in 
higher education centers, has opened at the auditorium of the PCC Central 
Comaittee with the attendance of 120 delegates from all parts of the country. 
fhe opening remarks were made by Pedro Gomez Valle, chief of the PCC Central 
Comittee Revolutionary Orientation Department Propaganda Campaign Section, 
wio noted the importance of the seminar for political and ideological work 
with the students. During the seminar the fundamental tasks for the educa- 
tion and science workers trade union and higher education ministry for 1980 
will be announced, and the activities of agitation and propaganda to be 
conducted by party cells will be defined. This morning's firsh speech was 
sade by Gespar Jorge Garcia Gallo, chief of the PCC Central Committee sci- 
en > section, who discussed matters dealing with ideological “diversionisn." 
[Text] ([FLI22328 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1913 GMT 12 Mar 80 FL) 
--The semina: for revolutionary orientation secretaries of party cells end 
cowumittees in higher education centers and for chief of municipal revolution- 
iry orientation cepartments concluded this afternoon at PCC Central Committee 
headquarters after ? days of sessions. Speaking during this morning's ses- 
sion Fernando Vecino Alegret, member of the PCC Central Committee and minister 
ot education, referred to educational and methodological work, stressing the 
teaching training of university professors. Vecino Alegret discussed the 
present and future situation of higher education in the country, and referred 
to some theoretical and practical foundations of the process of strengthen- 
ing the awareness which is currently being developed at higher education 
centers. | Text! | FL132309 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 223 @713 Mar 80 FL] 
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CT NATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING=«The 40th National Council of the Central Organ- 
ization of Cuban Trade Unions (CTC), which met for 2 days in this capital, 
has ended with @ meaningful speech by CTC Secretary General Roberto Veiga, 
member of the party Central Committee. Veiga epecifically referred to 
three essential aspects of decree-law No 32 concerning worker discipline, 
the new sociailet emulation and the sugar harvest, on which, he said, the 
labor movement must concentrate all ite efforts. The CTC secretary general 
stressed in his speech, which lasted nearly 3 hours, that our work centers 
have been, are, and will alwaye be bulwarks on the revolution. During the 
mrning, the participants in the council met at the Colon Cemetery, where 
they placed a floral wreath at the tomb of Lagaro Pena, teacher of trade 
union cadres, on the occasion of the 6th anniversary of his death. [FL112201 
Havana Domestic Service in Spaniah 2110 GMT 11 Mar 80 FL) 


PCC POLITBURO MEMBERS DECORATED--PCC Politburo membere Carlos Rafael Rodri- 
guez, Osvaldo Dorticos Torrado, Armando Hart Davalos and Pedro Miret Prieto 
have been awarded the 250th Havana University anniversary medal. The award 
was also presented to other members of the PCC Secretariat and Central Com- 
mitte as well ae 399 professors of higher education centers. The decoration 
ceremony was held at the Ignacio Agramonte Plaga at the University of Havana. 
Jose Felipe Carneado, member of the PCC Central Committee and chief of its 
science, culture and educational centers department, made the closing re- 
marks at the cerepony. The high education centers must be, above all, a 
place where communists are forged, Carneado stated. He also referred to the 
participation of the University of Havana in the etruggle for our inde- 
pendence in different eras and said in that struggle the university had 
sealed the students and workers alliance. [Excerpt] [FL130014 Havana Domes- 
tie Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 13 Mar 80 FL) 


GRANMA FARM PRODUCTION--Arnaldo Milian Castro, member of the party Politburo 
and minister of agriculture, has termed as positive the work being done in 
Granma Province to develop the cultivation of tubers, vegetables and rice. 
He said tht efforts aimed at giving the crops adequate care and irrigation 
to help achieve the expected production were favorable. As a negative 
aspect, Milian pointed to the low productivity obtained in tomatoes, parti- 
cularly at the Veguita Sur enterprise in Yara Municipality which has the 
largest area in Caballerias devoted to tomato in that territory. He also 
emphasized the importance of making payments based on completed field and 
premium pay according to production, as well as creating economic funds to 
encourage the workers. [Text] [FL131231 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 
1200 GMT 13 Mar 80 FL) 


MILITARY UNITY PARTY MEETING--A meeting to evaluate, elect and/or reelect 
party offictals at military unit 1005 has been held at that unit with the 
presence of Div Gen Julio Casas Regueiro, aiternate member of the party 
Central Cogsmittee and commander of the Eastern Army. The meeting was 
characterized by a critical and self-critical analysis of the main report 
which was approved unanimously. New party officials in that unit were elected 
at the meeting. A work plan approved at the meeting calls for continuing 
ideological work with the troops and intensifying support of party members 
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for combat and political training taska. Making the closing remarks, 

Casas Regueiro said he was satisfied with the critical and self-critical 
manner in which party work was examined, tHe said he is convinced that future 
work will be undertaken in the same apirit and even superior achievements 

will be reached. [FL131208 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1145 GMT 

13 Mar 80 FL) 


COMMERC LAL COOPERATLON WITH GDR=-The chambers of commerce of the GDR and 
Cuba have agreed to conduct 4 joint work plan for the current year in ful- 
fillment of the long-term cooperation agreement existing between the two in- 
atitutions. The document, which was signed at the Cuba pavillion at the 
Lepzig Spring Trade Fair was signed by Jose Miguel Diza Mirabal and Rudolf 
Murgott, presidents of the chambers of commerce of their respective coun- 
tries. In his visit to the Cuba pavillion, Murgott congratulated the per- 
sonnel for the gold medal and certificate awarded to the Havana Club Rum, 
White Label. This is the second time the rum has been awarded the prize 
and the eighth prize for Cuban Liquors. [Text] [FL140145 Havana Domestic 
Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 14 Mar 80 PL) 


MALTAN PARTY OFFICIAL ON VISIT=--Amadou Baba Diarra, assistant secretary gen- 
eral of the Democratic Union of Malian People Party and member of its Central 
Executive Bureau, today arrived in Cuba and was received by Carlos Rafael 
Rodriguez, member of the party Politburo and vice president of the Councils 
»f Stace and Ministers. The official of that African state is making a visit 
to Cuba at the head of a delegation to exchange experiences and will remain 
were until Saturday. He also was received at the Havana air terminal by 
party Central Committee members isidoro Malmierca, minister of foreign 
relations, and Div Gen Sixto Batista, vice minister-chief of che Central 
Political Directorate of the Revolutionary Armed Forces. The delegation 
includes (Diguine Niangale) of the Central Executive Bureau of the Demo- 
cratic Union of Malian People, and (Cathy Sengore), secretary of the organ- 
izacon of the Union of Malian Women. [Text) [FL111527 Havana Domestic Ser- 
vice ta Spanish 1506 GMT 11 Mar 60 FL)--Official talks between Carlos Rafael 
Rodriguez, member of the PCC Politburo and vice president of the Councils 

of State and Ministers, and Amadou Baba Diarra, assistant secretary general 
of the Democratic Union of Malian People Party and member of the Central 
txecutive Bureau, opened today in this capital. in a fraternal atmosphere 
the talks centered on the relations between the two parties and governments, 
the international political situation, other matters of autual interest as 
well as an exchange of experiences. [Text) [FL120014 Havana Domestic Service 
in Spanish 0000 GMT 12 Mar 80 FL)--Col Amadou Baba Diarra, assistant secre- 
tary general of the Malian People's Democratic Union Party, today arrived 

in Santiago de Cuba accompanied by a delegation. Brig Gen Sixto Batista, 
vice minister of the Revolutionary Armed Froces and chief of its political 
central directorate and member of the PCC Central Committee, as well as 
*oreign Ministry Director Oscar Oramas and Cuban Ambassador to Mali Carlos 
Neira are accompanying the delegat' mn. Amadou Baba and the Malian delega- 
tion will visit various historic places in the birthplace of the Cuban 
revolution. [Text] [FL130051 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 

i3 Mar 80 FL] 
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MEXICAN HOUSE COMMITTEE CHALRMAN--Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, member of the 
party Politburo and vice president of the Councils of State and Ministers, 
has received Antonio Carrillo Flores, prominent Mexican politican and chair- 
man of the foreign relations committee of the Mexican Chamber of Deputies. 
Raul Koa Garcia, vice president of the National People's Government Assembly; 
Lio Ernesto Madero, Mexico's ambassador to Cuba; and Lourdes Urrutia, di- 
rector of international relations of the People's Government National As- 
sembly, participated in the meeting which was held in a fraternal and friend- 
ly atmosphere. [Text] [71121127 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 

GMT 12 Mar 80 FL)--Antonio Carrillo Flores, chairman of the Mexican Chamber 
of Deputies’ foreign relations committee, has visited the Valles de Picadura 
livestock breeding farm. He was accompanied by Aleida March, chairman of 
the foreign relations committee of the National People's Government Assembly, 
and Ernesto Madero, Mexican ambassador to Cuba. Enrique Suarez, president 
of the World Association of Historic Studies of the Labor Movement which 

has ite headquarters in Mexico, also visited the farm yesterday. Ramon 
Castro, director of the Valles de Picadura farm and national work hero, 
received the visitors who toured the various farm installations and met 

with peasants. [Text] [FL131121 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GNT 
13} Mar 80 FL] 


NICARAGUAN CLERGYMEN'S VISIT--A delegation of Nicaraguan clergymen headed by 
Miguel Obando y Bravo, archbishop of Managua, has arrived in Havana at 

the invitation of the Cuban Episcopal Conference. The delegation was re- 
ceived at the Jose Marti Airport by Pedro Maurice, archbishop of Santiago, 
Cuba and apostolic administrator of Havana, as well as by officials of the 
nunciature and the Nicaraguan Embassy in Cuba. The Nicaraguan clergymen 
will spend 4 days in Cuba and will exchange opinions with Cuban bishops. 
{Text} [PA120321 Havana International Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 12 Mar 

80 PA) 


AFGHAN WOMEN'S LEADER--Vilma Espin, member of the party Central Committee 
and president of the Federation of Women [FMC] yesterday held a friendly 
meeting with Zoraya Mohamed, president of the Democratic Organization of 
Afghan Women. Zoraya Mohamed, who also is member of the Afghan Revolution- 
ary Council, came to our country invited to the third FMC Congress held in 
Havana recently. [Text] [FLI41124 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 
GMT 14 Mar 80 FL) 


SUGAR HARVEST SETBACKS--Luis Alvarez de la Nuez, first party secretary in 
Havana Province, has chaired meetings held in five sugar mills located in 
the eastern area of the province, during which the strategy aimed at 
recovering from harvest setbacks was planned. These meetings, which were 
held in response to Fidel's request for greater efforts, took place at the 
Camilo Cienfuegos, Ruben Martinez Villena, Boris Luis Santa Coloma, 
Osvaido Sanchez and Amistad Con Los Pueblos sugar mills. [Text] [FL191043 
Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1000 GMT 19 Mar 80 FL} 
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GRENADILAN REVOLUTIONARY ANNIVERSARY CEREMONY=--The main event marking the 
first anniversary of the revolution's triumph in Grenada concluded just a 
few minutes ago at Havana's fishing port, chaired by PCC Central Committee 
members I[aidoro Malmierca and Manuel Pineiro; Jose Lopez Moreno, vice presi- 
dent of the Council of Ministers; Foreign Trade Minister Ricardo Cabrizas; 
and other leaders. In his closing remarks Orlando Fundora, chief of the 

PCC Central Committee Revolutionary Orlentation Department, briefly re- 
counted historic events of the liberation process in Grenada until the tri- 
umph on 13 March 1979, which put an end to 28 years of dictatorship. During 
the event organized by the Cuban Institute of Friendship With the Peoples, 
Grenadian Ambassador to Cuba (Richard Jacobs) also made a speech in which he 
noted that the Grenadian and Cuban people have united our islands, cultures 
and generations which is why we are truly brothers. The ceremony was attended 
by workers of the fishing port, Latin American students and representatives 
of the diplomatic corps accredited to Cuba. [Text] [FL13004]1 Havana Domestic 
Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 13 Mar 80 FL) 


BOOK ON GRENADLAN REVOLUTION--Haydee Santamaria, member of the PCC Central 
Committee and president of the Casa de las Americas, has presented the first 
copy of the book "Grenada, The Revolution Route” to (Richard Jacobs), am- 
bassador of that fraternal country to Cuba and author of the book. (Jacobs) 
expressed gratitude to Mra Santamaria and pointed out the importance of the 
event because it is one more demonstration of the close ties between the two 
peoples, as brought out by the efforts of Casa de las Americas to publish 
the book on the anniversary of Grenada's revolution. The Casa de las Ameri- 
cas, he said, is the most important publishing house in our America. He 
called the institution a giant inside another giant, a nation which has 
demonstrated great interest in the well-being of the Grenadian people. [Text] 
(P1.122238 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2230 GMT 12 Mar 80 FL) 


ECONOMIC TALKS WITH DENMARK--The second meeting of the Cuba-Denmark joint 
commission for economic and industrial cooperation opened in this capital 
today. (A. G. Londen), president of the Danish committee for cooperation 
in those spheres, heads Denmark's delegation and Raul Taladrid, director in 
the State Committee for Economic Cooperation, the Cuban delegation. During 
the talks the two sides will examine trade relations, financial aspects and 
economic and industrial projects of interest to the two countries. [Text] 
|FL102316 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2230 GMT 10 Mar 80 FL] 


CANADLAN COMMUNIST PARTY LEADER--Willian Kashtan, general secretary of the 
‘ommunist Party of Canada, has flown home following a working visit to Cuba 
at the tnvitation of the PCC Central Committee. The Canadian leader, ac- 
companied by his wife (Delia Kashtan), was seen off at Jose Marti interna- 
tlonal airport by Jose A. Arbesu, section chief in the American Department 

of the party Central Committee, and Rafael Martinez, official of that depart- 
ment. | Text] |PL101720 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1700 GMT 10 Mar 
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DEPARTING COLOMBILAN AMBASSADOR-- Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, vice president 

of the Council of State, has received Colombian Ambassador Clara Nieto de 
Poncede Leon, who is making her farewells to the Cuban authorities on the 
occasion of the conclusion of her diplomatic mission to Cuba. The talke 
were held in a friendly and cordial atmosphere in keeping with the excellent 
relations existing between the two countries. Mre Ponce de Leon aleo visited 
Armando Hart, member of the Council of State and minister of culture. For 
his part, Foreign Minister Isidoro Malmierca hosted a farewell banquet for 
the ambassador. In a speech at che banquet Malmierca noted the fruitful re- 
sults of her stay in our country which, he said, had contributed to the de- 
velopment of relations between Cuba and Colombia. [Text] [FL102339 Havana 
Domestic Service in Spauish 2230 GMT 10 Mar 80 FL) 


COOPERATION MEETING WITH VIETNAM--It has been reported in Hanoi that the 
fourth Cuban-Vietnamese inter-government session continued in that capital 
today for the second consecutive day. [Text] [FL 101831 Havana Domestic 
Television Service in Spanish 1800 GMT 10 Mar 80 FL) 


CONGOLESE EDUCATION MINISTER--Antoine Ndinga-Oba, minister of education of 
the People's Republic of the Congo, soon will travel to Cuba at the head of 
a delegation at the invitation of his Cuban counterpart Jose R. Fernandez. 
Ndinga-Oba, who also is member of the Central Committee of the Congolese 
Workers Party, said he will make the visit late this month or early next 
month. [Excerpt] [FL131136 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1027 GMT 

13 Mar 80 FL) 


ALGERIAN DELEGATION--Vilma Espin, member of the PCC Central Committee and 
president of the Federation of Cuban Women [FMC], today held cordial talks 
with an Algerian delegation consisting of (Entel Guendes) and (Doria 
Cherifati), both leaders of the National Union of Algerian Women, who are 
visiting Cuba at the invitation of the FMC on the occasion of its third con- 
gress, which was recently held in Havana. The two sides conducted an ex- 
change of views on their respective women's organizations. The Algerian 
delegation has toured some eastern and central provinces as well as the 
special municipality of the Isle of Youth. [Text] [FL132254 Havana Domestic 
Service in Spanish 2230 GMT 13 Mar 80 FL] 


IRAQI EDUCATION MINISTER'S DEPARTURE--'Abd al-Jabbar al-Majid, education 
minister of Iraq was seen off at Jose Marti international airport this after- 
noon by Cuban Education Minister Jose Ramon Fernandez. During his visit the 
Iraqi minister signed a cooperation agreement with Cuba's Education Ministry 
concerning the exchange of experiences in that field. [FL110149 Havana Do- 
mestic Television Service in Spanish 0100 GMT 11 Mar 80 FL) 
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CONGOLESE ASSCCLIATION--Elena Gil, president of the Cuban movement for the 
peace and sovereignty of the peoples, has sent 4 message of solidarity to 
the Congolese Association of Friendship With the Peoples. The document 
expresses the Cuban people's emotion on the occasion of the commemoration 
of the third anniversary of the brutal assasaination of the great leader 
of the Congelese people Marten N'Gouabi and at the same time expresses 
support for the just liberation cause of the African peoples as well as 
the struggle against imperialism, colonialism, racism and apartheid. 
[Text] [FL142907 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2230 GMT 14 Mar 80 FL] 


SPANISH, MEXICAN AMBASSADORS--Haydee Santamaria, member of the PCC Central 
Committee and president of the Casa de Las Americas, has received in her 
offices Manuel Ortiz Sanchez and Ernesto Madero, Spanish and Mexican 
ambassadors, respectively. The Cuban leader exchanged cultural information 
and experiences with Ortiz in an effort to improve their knowledge of the 
two countries. In his farewell visit the Mexican diplomat reiterated the 
esteem in which he holds the Casa de Las Americas. [Text] [FL191112 
' , Domestic Service in Spanish 1000 GMT 19 Mar 80 FL) 


AN GOLAN NEWSMEN'S ACTIVITIES--The fraternal ties uniting the Cuban and 
Angolan peoples were once more mentioned in a meeting held at the head- 
quarters of the Union of Cuban Journalists [UPEC] with newsmen accompany ing 
the Angolan delegation headed by President Dos Santos and Cuban colleagues 
who have worked in that fraternal country. UPEC Secretary General Ernesto 
Vera extensively briefed the visitors on the internal affairs of the 
institution, which was established in 1963 to unite all journalistic insti- 
tutions existing at the time in the country. Referring to the Fourth UPEC 
Congress siated for 27 to 29 March, Vera stressed the traits defining our 
journalism as a militant organization pledged to the just cause of the 
revolution and the party's policies. For his part, Francisco (Simon) of 
the Angolan National Radio spoke about the enormous efforts being made in 
his country to develop mass information means. [Text] [FL191653 Havana 
Demestic Service in Spanish 1600 GMT 19 Mar 80 FL] 


GLRON WORK DRIVE CEREMONY--The Giron victory work drive began in Havana 
yesterday with a political event at East Havana's cold-storage plant, 
chaired by Oscar Fernandez Mell, member of the PCC Central Committee and 
president of the provincial people's government assembly. Jorge Valdes, 
second party secretary in the province, called for special efforts in the 
tuber and vegetable crops and increased production in all industries in his 


closing remarks. [Text] [FL201041 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 
1000 GMT 20 Mar 80 FL] 








VALLE DE VINALES MONUMENT--Jaime Crombet, first party secretary in Pinar Del 
Rio Provinee, and Vice Minister of Culture Antonio Nunez Jimenez have 

chaired a ceremony to proclaim the Vinales Valley a national monument. The 
opening remarks were made by Nunez Jimenez, who read the resolution declaring 
‘he valley a national monument for being the center of several geological, 
biological, physiographical and historical factors. [Text] [FL191653 

Hevana Domestic Service in Spanish 1600 GMT 19 Mar 80 FL) 
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CULTURE SEMINAR=-Armando Hart Davalos, member of the PCC Politburo and 
minister of culture, has chaired the opening ceremony of the seminar on 
cultural and economic development being held at the Cubanacan Artes Institute 
of Higher Education, Specialists from a number of branches of culture are 
participating in the seminar, Vice Minister of Culture Rolando Rodriguez 
noted the real ties between the importance of dissemination of material, 
artistic and intellectual productions in the economy and culture within 

the framework of social relations. He stressed the need for studying and 
learning about the interdependence between ideology, culture and material 
attatre to use them in the social reforms that the leaders of the socialist 
society are bound to conduct, The seminar, which will discuss 14 proposals 
submitted by two committees to a plenary session, will end next Friday. 

The committees also will prepare the reports. [Text] [FL191716 Havana 
Domestic Service in Spanish 1600 GMT 19 Mar 80 FL] 


GRENADIAN REVOLUTION ANNIVERSARY--A ceremony has been held at the Cuban 
Institute for Friendship With Peoples [ICAP] to mark the first anniversary of 
Grenada's revolution. ICAP President Rene Rodriguez Cruz and Grenadian Am- 
bessador in Cuba (Richard Jacobs) spoke at the event. The friendship between 
Cuba and Grenada, the embrace of Fidel and Maurice Bishop, stand as a 
colossus straddling the Caribbean Sea, Ambassador (Jacobs) emphasized. He 
also said: We can all make our own revolution. Our example is a constant 
reminder of our determination to fulfill our internationalist responsibi- 
lities. Yesterday also, English-speaking Latin American and Caribbean resi- 
dents held a lively meeting to celebrate the first anniversary of Grenada's 
revolution. Grenada's revolution, Ambassador (Jacobs) said at the meeting, 
would not have been successful if it were not for the principle of prole- 
tarian internationalism which has been practiced prior to the revolution 

and following the revolutionary triumph. [Text] [FL121643 Havana Domestic 
Service in Spanish 1500 GMT 12 Mar 80 FL] 
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DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


ADJUSTMENTS MADE TO CONTEND WITH CLIMBING OIL PRICES 
Free Market for Lubricants 
Santo Domingo LISTIN DIARIO in Spanish 4 Feb 80 p 4 


[Text] On Friday the Price Control Board revoked the resolution 
controlling the going prices for motor oil in order to make them 
subject to the unfettered workings of supply and demand. 


The measure took effect last Friday at 600 hours. It entrusts the 
board with the semi-official monitoring of the selling prices that will 
be charged to retailers and consumers of both foreign and domestic 
motor oils, so that these items reach consumers at the lowest possible 
prices. 


The resolution, signed by the secretary of industry, Manuel E. 
Tavares Espaillat, an engineer, takes into account the price rises 
that motor oils have recorded and recognizes that the cost of 
domestically produced oils is lower than similar imported ones but 
that output is insufficient to cover the local market. 


it also explains that under the current circumstances, subjecting 
these items to the unfettered workings of supply and demand and to 
open competition could result in benefits for consumers. 

Government Conservation Measures 
Santo Domingo LISTIN DIARIO in Spanish 5 Feb 80 p 8 
[Article by Jose Romero] 
[Text] The secretary of industry and commerce denied yesterday that 
the measures to force fuel conservation have failed, announcing that 


a series of measures is under consideration to implement a plan in 
that direction, beginning with a citizen awareness drive. 
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Manuel E. Tavares Espaillat said that the publi: thinks that the 
National Energy Policy Commission is not doing ..8 job, but it is, 
albeit quietly. He regretted that the commission has been the object 
of certain criticisms, clarifying that any efforts in this direction 
are long-term and do not yield immediate results. 


Tavares called a press conference yesterday morning to announce the 
distribution of a pamphlet with the commission's program. 


In turn, the executive secretary of the body, Jose Ramon Acosta, an 
engineer, explained that in recent months they have been able to 
complete a work program in keeping with the strategy pointed out by 
the commission. The program comprises two basic elements to cope with 
the continuing rise in oil prices, namely, conservation and the 
development and harnessing of domestic energy resources. 


He indicated that priority has been given to the development of local 
primary sources to achieve the country's energy independence through 
a program that is going to take several years. 


He also mentioned obligatory government conservation measures and the 
cooperation of all segments of society, individual homes and industry 
alike, which could cut consumption between 10 and 20 percent. 


Acosta said that the public in general would be strongly encouraged 
to take part in these efforts, and in this regard he announced the 
rapid start of a promotional campaign. 


The executive secretary said that there are several research and 
development aspects, noting that a number of projects are already in 
their final stage, such as the geothermal energy plan, which might 
be completed in June under an agreement with the Latin American 
Energy Organization that was signed last July in Costa Rica. 


The objective of this program is to investigate in a geological 
survey the potential for harnessing geothermal energy in our country. 
The second stage calls for continued explorations. 


Acosta asserted that of the 31 projects envisioned in the work program, 
10 are already under way, some at an advanced stage and others just 
starting. 


He said that the commission has succeeded in obtaining international 
funds to carry out this work program, mentioning $300,000 from AID 
[Agency for International Development] and $150,000 from OLADE 
[Latin American Energy Organization]. The country has been offered 
greater amounts of aid as well. 
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He explained that the commission's budget would provide matching 
funds. 


He pointed out that with this work program the Dominican Republic is 
one of the few countries in the world that have decided to cope 
decisively with the energy crisis prompted by oil prices and that we 
have the political determination to do so. 


This year's work program is divided by quarters. The budget for the 
work program, which is regarded as ambitious, is $1.2 million a year. 


Small Oil Price Rise 
Santo Domingo LISTIN DIARIO in Spanish 5 Feb 80 pp 1, 10 
[Article by Jose Romero] 


(Text] The secretary of industry and commerce reported yesterday that 
he had received information from Venezuela to the effect that the 
latest oil price increase, announced this weekend, would have little 
impact on the country, amounting to between 50 and 60 U.S. cents a 
barrel. 


Manuel E. Tavares Espaillat said that he thought this was good news, 
inasmuch as he had feared that the rise would be greater, close to 
$2. 


He said that he had spoken by telephone with Dr Arevalo Reyes, a high- 
level executive in the Energy and Mines Ministry, who told him that 
the "Lagotreco" variety crude rose $2, the "Bachaquero” variety was 

up 53 cents, naphtha remained the same and liquified petroleum gas 
(LPG) dropped in price. 


He indicated that the price of the reconstituted crude that the 
country consumes is a composite of the above amounts. 


The crude that our country imports is 50 percent light, 10 percent 
heavy and 40 percent distillates; the price of naphtha, one of the 
major distillates, is not going to rise. 


The next shipment that we receive will carry the new prices; in 
other words, the announced rates take effect immediately. 


Separately, the industry secretary announced that a citizen awareness 
campaign would start this month to encourage the public to conserve 
energy. 
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Tavares spoke with Veneguela at noon and then contacted newemen to 
clear up what he had eaid in the morning, to the effect that the 
government could no’ absorb a new price rise if it were sizable, 


Hie personal comment wae that this time the goverament could not 
absorb another increase. We indicated that a $2 4 barrel rise would 
be equivalent to $22 million @ year to the country and thet che CDE's 
[expansion unknown) direct imports would also be affected. 


He reported that work is moving forward on revising the -ontract with 
Shell, that several pointe for discussion have been identified and 
that in the next few weeks, before the end of the month, a meeting 
could definitely be held. 


At the current levels, the government spends between $320 and $340 
million a year on refining alone, he noted. 


in accordance with the prorating system that would be followed in 
passing on the increase to the public, he indicated that a $2 rise 
per berrel would come out to 5 cents « gallon. He recalled, however, 
that the government passes on the major part of the increases in the 
form of higher gasoline prices, which must continue to be the case so 
as not to affect transportation and electric power too much, just as 
is done in other countries. 


He repeated that at the moment he does not see the benefits that 
Dominican consumers would derive from a nationalization of refining, 
inasmuch as, according to his studies, such a move would result in 
savings of 2 cents in the price of retail gasoline, a drop from 
$1.85 to $1.83, which he thought was far from considerable. 


Tavares said that such a move would not guarantee that Venezuela 
would sell us crude at a lower price and he indicated that we have to 
realize that the refinery also needs profits to erow and boost its 
output to keep pace with the rise in domestic demand. 


He pointed out that even if the refinery were totally state-owned, it 
would have co make a profit to take care of its own expansion. 


As an example, he noted that two storage tanks, not just one, are now 
needed to boost storage capacity. He pointed out that it would cost 
S52 million to build the Nizao tank and $7 million to fill it. 


te said that every enterprise, not only the refinery needs profits 
to move ahead. 


He stated that the refinery has given its shareholders dividends only 
twice, the first time several years ago and then last year, when it 
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came to |) percent of invested capital, which totale $9 million, Thus, 
the enterprise distributed around §! million in dividends to share- 
holders, half of whom are Vominican and half of whom are foreigners. 


He repeated that if anyone could show him that nationalization would 
benefit the Dominican people, he would be totally in favor of it. 


He said that the profite ©: middlemen are almost insignificant, being 
measured in tenths of cents, and that the major element is the price 
of the product aborad., 


in addition, the new oil price increase announced yesterday by 
Venezuela will force use to take a look at new mechaniems for the 
country to absorb it, the president of the Dominican Petroleum 
Refinery pointed out. 


Rafael Angeles Suarez said that this weekend's increase comes to 
about eight percent of the price that Venezuela set when it last 
raised prices on | January of this year. 


The refinery president stressed that the public “must take an austere 
approach in its consumption of energy, inaemuch as the country has 
to exert major efforts to keep meeting its o/1 needs." 


He indicated that a cutback in expenditures is required while the 
government's programs to find local energy sources are set in motion. 


Angeles said that the news that arrived from Venezuela this weekend 
without prior notice “is of major concern, because the cost of 
producing the fuels that the refinery processes will logically climb." 


Citing figures from the secretary of industry and commerce, Manuel 
E. Tavares Espaillat, the refinery president recalled that every 

$! amcrease in the price of a barrel of oil translates into a drain 
of some $15 million a year from the country. 


Angeles said that he did not have on hand the formula to determine 


how much the rise would affect the country, indicating that he is 
requesting information from Caracas. 


8743 
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ECUADOR 


HUERTA CANDIDACY TO REPLACE BUCARAM IN AUGUST FORESEEN 
Able to Unite Factions 
Quito EL COMERCIO in Spanish 22 Feb 80 p 1 
[Article by Cristobal Zambrano: “Atvcempt To Prevent Reelection of Bucaram" } 


[Text] Just six months away from the elections to the 
National Chamber of Representatives--important in the 
action of any administration--the political scene is full 
of expectations in view of the possibility that there 
might be some changes in the current leadership team on 

10 August. Factors, such as the breakup of the under- 
standing between the CFP [Concentration of Popular Forces) 
and the Conservatives, the crumbling of the monolithic 
unity of these legislative forces, the deteriorating image 
of Assad Bucaram and Rafael Armijos, currently president 
and vice president of the Congress, and the appearance of 
Dr Raul Clemente Huerta as the man most capable of rallying 
dissimilar political forces in the voting--these make 
observers think of the possibility of change in the makeup 
of the Chamber. 


This change is to be promoted not only in the Chamber but also outside of 
it and from the administration, primarily, since, the understanding between 
the CFP and the Conservatives does not add up to a very pleasing out iook 
for the country's recent return to democracy. The nation is aware--it 

has been maintained in various circles--that the CFP-Conservative legis- 
lative majority set a series of traps for the executive branch which 
inevitably became embroiled in a battle for power, today acurately re- 
flected in the vast number of bills vetoed. 


It is clear that if the alienation between the CFP and the Conservatives 

continues, along with the breakup of those parties, an understanding will 
be necessary between other legislative forces in order to replace Bucaram 
and Armijos. It is obvious and it has been proven that, to be successful 
in any election in legislative circles, it is necessary to have an agree- 
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agreement, an understanding, an alliance, or what ever it might be called, 
between two or more political forces, since none of the 11 parties repre- 
sented in the Chamber has an absolute majority, in other words, 315 votes. 


fo arrive at an understanding, one needs prior negotiations and a determina- 
tion of one's objectives, The understanding between the CFP and the 
Conservatives had the primary objective--as has been demonstrated=-<of dis- 
tributing the leadership and administrative jobs within the Chamber and 
maintaining the “dictatorship of the alliance and the tyranny of the vote" 
(as it was put) to tafluence the appointments to other government jobs. 


At this point, there is nothing to distribute or redistribute in the Chamber, 
nor in any other body or organization, which is why another political under- 
standing on the legislative level would have the sole purpose of blocking 
Bucaram and Armijos on their presumed way toward reelection, and simultan- 
eously the election of other representatives. 


All of this applies, disregarding the strategy to be employed by the CFP 
leader in order to hold on to his position as president of the Chamber, 
which so far does not yet seem to be in the cards. 


Statistics 


fhe breakup of the CFP-Conservative understanding would entail the dis- 
sclution of a parliamentary majority which, during its golden age, had the 
vetes of 38 legislators who were repeatedly joined by Liberals and Velasquez 
followers. 


he CFP entered the Chamber with 26 representatives but a few hours later 
it added another 3 due to the disqualification of three other legislators 
belonging to the Democratic Left, the Social-Christian Party, and the 
Conservative Party itself. 


Right now, on paper, it has 29 representatives, but 4 were expelled from the 
CFP on charges of disobedience to the leadership during the white-hot 

pertod of the battle for power. It is understood that those four repre- 
entatives will net follow the Bucaram line, like another three who have 
ilready displayed independence in earlier votes in the legislature. 


The CFP, Bucaram line, therefore would have 22 votes, on paper. 


Conservative ranks, there would be at least the desertion of two out of 
the party's nine legislators who earlier had followed Armijos in their 
voting. 


f the understanding between the CFP and the Conservatives is confirmed, 
“ith a view to the reelection of Bucaram and Armijos, then there would be 
1 total of 29 votes, provided the independent legislators of those parties 
maintain their respective positions. 
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lv that sum we would add the Velasquez vote to make up a figure of 430, 
siihough ft is difftleult toe figure out from where the other itive votes 
would come to make up the majority, 


in case of a presumed “common front” against Bucaram and Armijos, it is 
said that there would be no problem in getting the 35 necessary votes 
because one would have 12 from the Democratic Left, two from the left-wing 
parties, nine from the CPP and the Conservatives, five from the Popular 
Democracy Party, and the remaining seven would be gotten from among the 

PNR (Nationalist Revolutionary Party], the Liberals, the Social-Christians, 
and the CID (|Democratic Institutionalist Coalition). 


Names 


On the other hand, it is believed that right now Raul Clemente Huerta is 
the only legislator with sufficient “charm” to rally political forces with 
difterent ideologies in the Chamber. Thrice a presidential candidate, 
president of earlier congresses, Huerta during the Chamber term which has 
just ended, reflected an image of conciliation in dealing with recalcitrant 
positions and took care not to be drawn into hitter debates with other 
legislators or political groupings. 


it is believed that other candidates would encounter resistance from one 
sector or another of the legislature; that would frustrate any attempt at 
setting up a united front, although other names cannot be ruled out either. 


in the end, it is what people think at the moment, in spite of the fact 
that the last word is never said in politics and in alliances. 


Liberalism's Future Course Debated 
Quito EL COMERCIO in Spanish 21 Feb 80 p A-3 


Text) Guayaquil, 20 February--Suggestions came up among a segment of the 
local Liberals to the effect that Dr Raul Clemente Huerta »e nominated 

run for the . fice of president of the National Chamber of Representa- 
tives; that group noted that the Liberais would not recover if their 
iction were confined to demanding changes in the names of the other 
political parties. 


The leaders of the Liberal Party of Sant Rosa criticized the petition 
iddressed by the top leader of the liberals, Ignacio Hidalgo Villavicencio, 
‘o the Supreme Board of Elections to the effect that the word “radical” 

be dropped from the names of the FRA [Alf :rist Radical Front] and the 
Radical Democratic Party, created by Pancho Huerta Montalvo. 


Maneuver 


The Santa Rosa leaders called the petition a maneuver which, far from doing 
good, would harm the party and they noted that liberalism will not be 
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great of emall a8 4 resuit of changing the names of other parties. They 
emphasized that it be strengthened through its partisar action in defense 
of the interests of the people. 


They blamed the petition on some intention of the “Black Hand” and they 
expressed the opinion that liberaliem, on the contrary, should march 
harmoniously with the FRA and the Radical Democratic Party. 


Raul Clemente’'s Candidacy 


They came out in tavor of the idea of having the next liberal meeting 
nominate Dr Raul Clemente Huerta to run for the office of president of 
the National Chamber of Representatives and they asserted that this is 
what the country wants so that there may be peace and tranquility which 
are so necessary to the consolidation of democracy, as the local press 
put it. 
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ECUADOR 


WARNING AGALNST EXTREMIST UPSET OF DEMOCRACY 
Wuite EL, COMERCLO in Spanish 27 Feb 80 p A=4 
\Editerial: "The Obstacle of Extremism] 


[Text] As has been observed by persons with a broad and calm approach, 
without any political or social passions or prejudices, the more or less 
activist and belligerent presence of various forms of extremism--regardless 
of whether they are incurable reactionaries or agents of communist agita- 
tion=-can only be an obstacle to the country's economic growth. We 
Ecuadoreans all have been wanting progress at a faster pace for a long time. 
We have achieved something especially through petroleum exploitation. 

But much more remains to be done and to be achieved. We must continue 
forcefully and responsibly on the road of development and, for this purpose, 
we have drafted a plan which in a few more days will be approved by the 
president of the republic so that it may have legal force and so that it 

may be implemented. We have put an end to the long period of words plus 
opinions and the cime has now come for action. 


It has been easy to note that only the extremist groups spoke out in a 
clear and concrete manner. Some discovered with terror that the project 
alluded to here is saturated with communism or with catastrophic revolu- 
tionary danger. Others accuse the plan of being a simple document in the 
service of the capitalist interests and Yankee imperialism. There was 
definite resistance to the plan in defense of social order and peace. 

Or there was total war against the plan as working for and covering up for 
ancestral privileges and injustices. With these and other, entirely too 
well-known phrases, the statements of the extremists were clear and direct 
but, as always, they were especially ridiculous and they did not contribute 
anything positive to assure the reliable and systematic implementation of 
a policy that should benefit all Ecuadoreans. 


It is obvious and our experience over many years has demonstrated that, 
with the bitter and generally hidden resistance of the reactionaries, who 
did not like moving on from the Middle Ages, and the threatening slogans 
of aspiring revolutionaries, one cannot propose, nor can one in a viable 
and effective manner resolve anything in order to serve the people in a 
reliable manner, without demagogic wordage and without the disappointments 
which they have been victims of at the hands of some of the powerful. 
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All politictans who want their turn in power have promised the redemption of 
the humble and the poor; but these were just promises of the moment. And 
the others only proposed to fight against one form of impertaliam in favor 
of another form which is the total denial of democracy. So far, the struc- 
ture we really have has remained almost untouched, 


wehadnot thought and hoped that the administration of Mr Roldos would be 
A revolutionary, communist<type administration, an instrument in the 
service of world agitation. Nor could we believe that this new and hopeful 
politician came to power in order to become a servant of reactionaries, 

the sworn enemies of social justice. Those who demand that the adminis- 
tration come up with a revolutionary, Marxist-inspired plan can only create 
obstacles to any good intention in favor of progress, justice, and pros- 
perity. And those who shout their fears that the administration will do 
away with all law and order, with all legitimate standards, in order to 
please the left-wing extremists, are only causing needless alarm. The 
langer from the various forms of extremism, especially those that carry 

‘ut the orders of international communism, is to be found not in the ad- 
ministration itself but rather in the political agitation groups which 

have begun to interfer with harmonious understanding among all factors in- 
volved in production. 


' thing that must be made absolutely clear is that it is up to the 
rdministration cto stop any plan aimed at political and social subversion 
woich, in a certain manner, might at least attack the constitutional 

tandards. We all must realize that we have not returned to a government 
ot laws in order to follow the orders of the promoters of totalitarian 
dictatorships, nor those who are in the service of privileges and in- 
‘erest groups. 


W085 
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ECUADOR 


PRODUCTION DEFICIT LN OLL DERIVATIVES REGISTERED IN 1979 
Quito EL TIEMPO in Spanish 1 Mar 80 p 2 


(Text) In 1979 the country recorded an output shortfall of 6,610 barrels of 
various types of petroleum derivatives; this implies a volume of more than 
100 million gallons during the year, as was learned in a report submitted 
by CEPE (Ecuadorean State Petroleum Corporation]. 


According to the document, the biggest negative balances are in gasoline 
for engines with 2,850 barrels per day and diesel with 2,400. The picture 
of products involved in this shortfall is completed with kerosene-jet fuel 
with a figure of 1,200 barrels and aviation gasoline with 160 barrels per 
day. 


if we count the volumes of gasoline and diesel, we get a figure of 1,890,000 
barrels which the country is purchasing on the international market. 


if we use an estimated average price of $40 per barrel, due to the increase 
in prices during the last months of 1979, then we can estimate a treasury 
expenditure on the order of 1.89 billion sucres. 


Domestic Demand 


The CEPE study points out that a fundamental factor in this phenomenon was 
the constant increase in the domestic demand, although the existing plants 
are operating almost at 100 percent capacity. 


it was added that another factor consisted of the shutdown of operations 
at the Esmeraldas Government Refinery between 20 September and 16 October 
for the purpose of maintenance and inspection. 


fo make up for the shortage, the government enterprise was forced to im- 
port 2,639,104 barrels of the above-mentioned derivatives, broken down 

as follows: 1,356,540 barrels of gasoline, 80 and 84 octane, for engines; 
840,258 barrels of diesel; 391,856 barrels of kerosene and 50,936 barrels 
of aviation gasoline. 





Percentage Increase 


the report points out that the greatest percentage increase is in diesel 
oll where the figure is 107 percent. Next we have gasoline with 81,1 
percent, kerosene with 33.9 percent, and engine gasoline with 4.8 percent. 


lo make up the shortage, the Corporation engaged in barter with Latina Oil 
Corporation for 60,000 barrels of natural gasoline and 80,000 barrels of 
diesel, and another barter deal involving 219,300 barrels of crude for 
products, with Shell Curacao. 


Because these operations constitute a threat to the supply since they were 
not planned in long-range terms, the corporation however is seeking a new 
system of reliable supply, it was noted officially. 


The statistics given above underscore the need for the country to save 
fuel in order to achieve optimum utilization in accordance with its par- 
ticular characteristics. 
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ECUADOR 


PRIVATE SECTOR COMMENTS ON HURTADO CALL FOR COOPERATION 
Quito EL COMERCIO in Spanish 1 Mar 80 p 1 


[Text] Entrepreneurs and politicians agreed on the urgent 
need of contributing to the consolidation of democracy 

by creating a framework of justice, confidence, and 
balance between the production sectors as the foundation 
for the prevention of the danger of violence in the 
country. The above-mentioned sectors responded to the 
appeal issued by Vice President Osvaldo Hurtado who noted 
that the state must create the legal framework and at- 
mosphere of confidence that will promote investments 
while at the same time rejecting indirect challenges to 
private enterprise. 


Astonishment 


The complaint by the vice president has caused astonishment, according to 
Carlos Ponce, president of the Quito Chamber of Commerce, because private 
business is really not doing anything negative to prevent the promotion of 
growth. The only thing that private enterprise has done is to express 

its opinion when asked. "So we can say that we are bothered more by the 
charges made by the president than those made by the vice president; those 
veiled threats are unjustified," he said. 


He noted that the business sector agrees with the plan, in terms of its 
fundamental aspects, but he commented that there are contradictions between 
what it says and what is being done, for example--he remarked--much em- 
phasis is being placed on agricultural output while the IERAC [Ecuadorean 
Institute for Agrarian Reform and Settlement] is encouraging land alloca- 
tions and while the authorities do not collaborate to implement the rulings 
and see to the evacuation of land that has been invaded. There is talk of 
stopping inflation but they impose an inflationary factor as represented 

by the wage hike. They are talking about strengthening private enterprise 
but at the same time they provide more room for public enterprise, maintain- 
ing that it can be made as efficient as private enterprise; those are just 
theories. 
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What has to be done now is to give the government its true purpose which 
boils down to doing its basic duties, not to be distracted by those tasks 
in which private enterprise can do a much better job with much greater 
efticiency. 


He gave assurances to the effect that private enterprise would respond if 
it gets guarantees and if there is a framework of stability. He observed 
that it is not enough to say that property will be respected if, at the 
same time, for example, there is talk of fundamental reforms in the 

labor code so as to make hiring impossible and to suppress the freedom 

of hiring. 


Not Out of Fear of Violence 


Alberto Quevedo Toro, of FINANDES (Andean Development Financing Company), 
said that the vice president's call to contribute to the country's growth 

is correct. “But,” he explained, "I do not believe that we should cooperate 
only so that Ecuador will develop out of fear of violence; I believe that 

we must view the problem with a positive approach." 


In this sense, he talked about just and balanced development not only for 
those who have the opportunity to see to it that the country grow but also 
in order that the country may develop with a sense of social justice. 


de remarked that, in order to obtain this objective, cooperation is neces- 
sary between the public sector and the private sector; but that in turn 
requires the administration to guarantee a framework of action, a climate 

f confidence, a clear orientation within which the private sector will be 
ready to advance the country's development programs, in an atmosphere of 
equilibrium among the production forces, an equilibrium which constitutes 
the best antidote to the danger of violence. 


Lquilibrium of Production Forces 


Fatrepreneur Pablo Ruiz ECASA manager, believes that it is the duty of all 
fc uadoreans to support and strengthen democracy on the basis of an equili- 
»rium of production forces. He carefully considered the plan's objectives 
and said that the implementation of the plan will help maintain democracy 
in the country, “since the rules of the game, which we must all follow so 
as to prevent violence, have been established." 


he revealed that there are political forces very much interested in un- 
\eashing violence in order to disorganize the nation's life, to create a 
lack of confidence and, on the basis of that, to plant doctrines which 
would bring us to a very unpleasant end, above all a very negative end for 
the vast majority. 


Marcelo Merlo Jaramillo, former undersecretary of National Resources and 
currently a member of the board of directors of the Chamber of Commerce, 
said that, as relations between workers and employers develop on a level of 
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equity and understanding, there will be greater social tranquility and 
peac e. 


He denied that the private sector in inclined to create a climate that 
promotes violence. If private enterprise refrains from producing or if it 
were to speculate on certain commodities by creating a shortage--he said-- 
it would be promoting chaos, in effect, 


If the production sector fails to employ manpower, if it refrains from in- 
vesting, then it could be accused of promoting violence--but none of that 
is happening in the country now. 


Sensitivity 


"To mexe sure that the private sector will actively participate in the 
execution of the national development plan it is necessary for that plan, 

in its final version, to reflect the economic and social reality of Ecuador," 
said Dr Galo Pico Mantilla, leader of the Conservative Party and member of 
the Agricultural Committee in the legislature. 


One cannot theoretically measure participation in the form of the two-thirds 
shares of investment required. On the other hand, there are no precise 
figures on government participation, such as the reorganization of public 
spending, tax reform, coding and identification of development incentives, 
and the taxation system applicable to investments in the various production 
sectors of the country--he added. 


Pico however emphasized that the private sector must be sensitive to social 
aspirations and to the changes which the Ecuadorean community requires, 
implementing a production strategy as a function of social justice and just 
sharing in the commodities turned out by production. 


The conservative legislator stressed the fact that various statements in 

the plan are not at all clear. "This is the case," he said, “where, looking 
at the manufacturing sector, it is indispensable in advance to know what 

the incentives to be applied are going to be or what the profits, that are 
going to have to be reduced, are going to look like. Likewise, in the 
agricultural and livestock sector, it is necessary to find out in what 
specific form loans will be handled and what the credit terms are going to 
be." 


As an example he mentioned the fact that the presidential objection to the 
bill, granting a tax exemption on the import of capital goods, conflicts 
with the policy that seeks to promote the agricultural and livestock 
sector. 


Regarding the commercial sector, Pico said that it is necessary to spell 


out the methodology, the parameters, and the authorities that must establish 
and control final consumer prices. 
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"When those steps have been taken, then any demand addressed to the coun- 
try's production sectors is valid," he said in conclusion. 


Soclal Injustice--Cause of Violence 


"In the soclety we want to build, where we have social justice and the 

goal to assure all Ecuadoreans of a minimum level of cultural, economic, 

and social prosperity, it is indispensable to have the determined collahora- 
tion of private enterprise," said Dr Manuel Cordova, leader of the Democra- 
tic Left and member of the Budget Committee in the legislature. 


"Let those gentlemen not find communism everywhere," he said in talking 
about the entrepreneurs, recalling that, during the political campaign, 
some sectors in private enterprise accused Vice President Osvaldo Hurtado 
of being a closet Marxist and he maintained that the national development 
plan, drafted by CONADE [National Development Council] "contains nothing 
Marxist." 


Cordova stressed that the fact that all social forces must contribute 
to the creation of a new structure and framework within which this society 
of the future can grow. 


On the other hand he said that, to the extent that social injustice pre- 
vails, there will be a tremendous risk of violence since the capacity for 
tolerance on the part of a poor people has its limits. 


Social Encounter 


Dr Marco Proano, CFP [Consentration of Popular Forces] leader and member 
of the civil affairs committee of the legislature, indicated that he had 
heard that there is confusion between the national development plan and 
the democratic process. 


He pointed out that the failure of the National democratic plan would not 
imply the breakup of the democratic processs and he guaranteed that economic 
responsibility is in the hands of the business and industry sector. 
"Consequently " he said, “it did not have to be notified about the 

National Development Plan but rather it had to be consulted." 


Proano said that, as the government, private enterprise, and the workers 
retrain from adopting sectarian attitudes, it will be possible to arise 
it a great social encounter because violence is nothing but a climate 
created by frustrations, by economic and social problems, which must be 
channeled through a fertile, creative, and open dialogue, 
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ECUADOR 


COURT STUDIES PROPOSED INDICTMENT OF POVEDA BURBANO 
Quito EL COMERCIO in Spanish 23 Feb 80 p A-3 


[Text] Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Quito, Dr Gonzalo Moreno is 
studying the petition of the attorney general, Dr Edmundo Duran, for a 
criminal judgment ageinst Adm Alfredo Poveda Burbano, Ret. 


The pet tion from the office of the attorney general was forwarded to the 
Supreme Court since this is a case that comes under the heading of “press,” 
involving a publication in various periodicals throughout the country, where, 
according to the opinion of the attorney general, “there is incitement to 
breach of discipline among the Armed Forces, because it seeks to persuade 
tnem to disregard their obligatory subordination to the constitution and to 
the civilian government; because it ignores the fact--as the attorney 
general continued--that the highest authorities for the Armed Forces are 
the president of the republic, the minister of defense, and the commanders- 
in-chief of the various services, because it incites them to neglect their 
obligation to guarantee the juridical system; and because its author claims 
power or command authority which he absolutely does not have ever since he 
went into retirement.” 


The chief justice of the Supreme Court in Quito said thet he would study the 
petition from the attorney general this weekend and that he would reveal his 
ruling early next Monday morning. 


Petition for Trial 


In the final portion of his brief, covering five full pages, Attorney General 
Dr Duran says: “I definitely believe that the publication by Adm Alfredo 
Poveda Buiroano, Ret., implies the kind of ccaduct which is specified and 

made punishable under the provisions of 146 of the Ecuadorean Criminal Code, 
as manifested through a mass communications medium, in keeping with the 
provisions «f Articles #2 and 390, of the Criminal Trial Code, and Para- 
graph 6, article 28, of the Organic Law of the Office of the Attorney General; 
| therefore request that you initiate the corresponding criminal procedures 
againt Adm Alfredo Poveda Burgano, Ret., in accordance with the norms es- 
tablished in Chapter 3, Book 4, Criminal Trial Code.’ 
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"| am attaching,” the attorney general stated, “copies of document 1865, 

of the prosecutor; document No 254 of the special investigating committee 
of the Chamber of Representatives; and the resolution of that committee; 

a copy of the daily EL COMERCIO, in which was published the manifesto by 

Admiral Poveda and a copy for the Ministry of Defense and the commanders 

of the services,” 


Attitude against Armed Forces 


The attorney general added that, on the other hand, “the attitude of Adm 
Alfredo Poveda Burbano, Ret., conflicts with the thinking of the defense 
minister and the commanders of the services who, in a public announcement, 
published in some dailies throughout the country, including EL COMERCIO, 
dated 1! February 1980 (edition No 27,436, page B-10, section B), express 
their respect for the constituted order and the judicial decisions, in other 
words, the legal system, stating the following: 


"'The Armed Forces and their current High Command do not conceal nor support 
irregularities which may have been committed by some of their members; they 
are and will be most severe in condemning and repudiating them for the pur- 
pose of maintaining the standing and dignity of the military establishment, 
but it shall be the courts of justice who shall be called upon to punish the 
ind establish the facts.’ 


Attach Discipline 


« attorney general believes that the publication which is signec by 
Adm Alltredo Poveda Burbano, Ret., deviates from the conetitucional norms 
zoverniog the Armed Forces and constitutes an attack on military discipline, 
the tollowing reasons. 


ie ause it calls upon the “comrades in the Armed Forces” to rally around 
, tary boner,” ignoring the fact that he is no longer an active member 
tae Armed Forces and that the responsibility, which he may have, if the 
ruation should arise, would have nothing to do with military honor but 
her with his actions e. a member of * se past dictatorsnip. 
te ause it tends to give members of the Armed Forces the idea that “the 
‘ion's highest soldiers,” or their “first admiral,” or their “former 
ervice commanders" are privileged beings who are beyond the reach of 
‘ian government and who, now that they are no longer in power, are not 
gated to render an accounting to the administration, disregarding the 
fact that Article 39 of the Constitution provides that “no authority shall 
e exempt from responsibility in the discharge of his duties.” 


suse the admiral asks his “comrades in the Armed Forces” to have confi- 
e in him, as their edmiral--wichout reservations or conditions, since 
es not state them- which implies an appeal for support and defense even 
zainst legal decisions or resolutions which may turn out to be adverse 
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because he issues an appeal to the Armed Forces to stay on the “alert” in 
view of the “reasons of atrict justice’; he adds that the actions--and slice 
he Mikes no exceptions, one must underetand this to include legal actions 
which may be directed against him--would signify “besmirching the honorable 
flag on the uniform which he had the satisfaction to wear with legitimate 
pride,” once again confusing his personal responsibility as a former member 
of the government with the honor represented by the military establishment 
as such and furthermore trying to persuade the members of the Armed Forces 
not to trust the decisions and rulings of competent agencies issued in 
accordance with the law. 


Ihese statements in particular and the general context of the publication 
constitute incitement cto break of discipline in the Armed Forces because they 
seek to persuade the Armed Forces to disregard their obligatory subordination 
to the constitution and to civilian government; because the publication 
ignores the fact that the highest authorities in the Armed Forces are the 
president of the republic, the minister of defeise, and the various service 

mmanders; because it incites them to neglect their obligation to guarantee 
the legal system; and because the statement's author claims to have power 

r command authority which he absolutely lacks ever since he went into 
retirement 


(FCUADORADIO) io the midst of a bitter nationwide debate, we look forward to 
the start of the trial of Adm Alfredo Poveda Burbano, former president of 
the military triumvirate which governed the country until 10 August of last 


year, 


r Gonzalo Moreno, chief justice of the Supreme Court in Quito, has declared 
himself competent to hear this case, calling it a crime committed through 


‘he press. 
Lompe tence 


The chiet sstice of the Supreme Court said that, since the article by 
Admiral Poveda was published in the daily EL COMERCIO, of Quito, it is up 
him to hear this type of case involving a press crime. 


As I see it, there is no discussion as to the competence to hear this case,’ 
e added. 


le explained that, in thie case, since it is a crime committed through the 
ress, veda's special status as retired admiral does not apply. “This is 
tf a matter ft trving or udging the actions taken by the triumvirate while 
was in power but rather a completely separate crime,” he pointed out. 
\ Blast 


vestioned as to the trial iteelf, the attorney and politician Manuel Araujo 
Hida le slled it a “blast” and « “real attack against the dignity of the 
Armed Forces and dignity of the republic, if you realize that Admiral Poveda 
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According to Araujo, the manifesto put out by Poveda did not contain any 
violation apecitied in the Criminal Code but only a defense of his action 
while in power, 


Civilians, according to Araujo, are simply being ridiculous in putting into 
‘fleet provisions similar to those of the dictatorahip of Rodriguez Lara, 
such as the special tribunals. 


“Now,” he said, “the National Chamber of Representatives is functioning 
outside the Constitution and as if it were the National Constituent Assembly. 
The tavestigating commission has no legal force and no constitutional 
authority because there are no provisions for it either in the Constitution 
or in the organic law setting up the legislative branch, which has not yet 
been passed anyway.” 


Finally he noted that there is no reason tor any criminal or political 
trial and he maintained that this is just a case of retaliation by Popular 
Democracy Party 


As tor penalties of a moral type, Araujo believed that the informa:ion media 
had already expressed the opinion of the public to the effect that the 
actlone ot the dictatorial government should be punished. 


siitrido Lucero, the representative of the Popular Democracy Party, defended 
ve right of the Spectal Investigating Commission...jrest of article missing 
original | 








ECUADOR 


BRIEFS 


POLICE RANKS INCREASED--On the occasion of the celebration, tomorrow, Sunday, 

of the traditional day of the National Civilian Police, Minister of Govern- 

ment Dr Carlos Feraud Blum, officially announced to the Commander-General 

of the Police, the creation of 1,000 slots for police officers to be dis- 

tributed throughout the country. The minister said that a budget allocation 

of 92,820,000 sucres had been made for this purpose. The secretary of state 

also announced that it is hoped to provide for better police control through- 

out the country which is why consideration is also being given to the equip- 

ment necessary for the police. The 1,000 slots created will be added to the 
urrent personnel strength of the National Civilian Police chroughout the 
untry. The Minister also said that--considering the celebration of this 

traditional day of the police--he considered it a correct step to honor the 

police by boosting its personnel strength, which is why it was decided to 

add those 1,000 slots. The minister released the announcement officially 

yesterday at noon, during a luncheon which the Police General Headquarters 

gave to the president of the republic, Jaime Roldos Aguilera, and Minister 

of Government Dr Carlos Feraud Blum. [Text] [Quito EL COMERCIO in Spanish 
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EL SALVADOR 


CHRISTIAN DEMOCRAT LEADER VIEWS EL SALVADOR'S PROBLEMS 
L.DL31631 Paria LE MONDE in French 13 Mar 80 p 7 LD 


(Undated Interview with El Salvador Christian Democrat leader and govern- 
ment junta member Jose Napoleon Duarte by Jean-Claude Buhrer: "We Are 
Desperately Trying To Establish Democracy To Transcend Violence") 


|\Text] San Salvador--"A confrontation strategy undoubtedly exists here. If 
our attempt at democratization fails, the struggle between the left and the 
right will intensify and this will lead either to a totalitarian regime or 
to civil war. Therefore, we are seeking a peaceful solution in order to 
transcend this bipolarization.” 


C ristian Democrat Leader Jose Napoleon Duarte clearly expressed the dilemma 
facing his party and the junta, which have found themselves caught ‘n the 
crossfire between extreme right and extreme left. A former mayor .' the 
capital, Mr Duarte is one of the most prominent personalities in El waiva- 
dor. He has long embodied opposition to the oligarchical regime and the 
military. He was a candidate of the opposition National Union--a center- 
left coalition--in the 1972 presidential election but was deprived of vic- 
tory through the government's manipulations. His supporters having strongly 
vbjected to the election's results, Mr Duarte had to leave the country. It 
was only in the wake of the 15 October coup staged by young officers against 
General Romero that he was allowed to return to his country after 8 years 

ft exiie. 


Mr Duarte, who was once called by the oligarchy a “communist puppet,” is 
now being accused by both his rightist and leftist a versaries of being 
“in the pay of American imperialism.” Being a level-headed man apparent iy 
anxious to prevent the worst from happening, he has been trying to keep his 
cool despite the criticism leveled at his party because of its cooperation 
with the new junta. He is under the continuous protection of bodyguards 
armed with submachineguns and is aware of the risks to which a politician 
is now exposed in Fl Salvador. 
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"During the 1972 elections,” he stated, “before | left the country, the 
people pinned their hopes on our desire for reforms. However, fraud, 

exile and repression brutally shut all doors. This was when the decomposi- 
tion process started. The 1977 elections later confirmed that there was no 
room for any democratic solution. All this led to a radicalization of atti- 
tudes which did not exist in 1972 and to an increase in tension among the 
people. A destabiiitzation of political, economic and social structures took 
place. Simultaneously, terror structures were being established. This led 
to a feeling of frustration, The popular masses were intimidated by repres- 
sion and, 98 4 result, organized themselves to .ight against it.” 


Mr Duarte believes that the extreme left's strategy indicates a desire for 
destabilization. "By engaging increasingly frequently in kidnapings, land 

and enterprise occupation, confrontations and threats, revolutionary groups 
are trying to push the people into starting an uprising. In a prominently 
aericultural country, producers can no longer rely on guarantees which enable 
them to produce. The industrial sector can no longer cope with the scale of 
trade union demands and employers no longer want to invest. 


“Paced with the need to regain control over the situation,’ Mr Duarte con- 
tinued, “the authorities reacted by appealing to the army. However, the 
former regime had asked the army to restore order through violence but 
this merely aggravated the situation and finally led to the coup staged by 
young officers in October. Since then we have desperately been trying to 
abiish a democratic system in order to transcend violence. It is neces- 
sory to face up to both real and emotional causes of the socioeconomic crisis. 
The people are quite aware that some individuals have monopolizedall wealth. 
The anti-oligarchy measures have an emotional content in the eyes of the 
people and also correspond to reality. Monopelization of wealth has led to 
nonepelization of power. It has, therefore, become a matter of urgency to 
‘ransform the structures of our soctety. 


“Firet, che agrarian reform must become the cornerstone of any redistribution 
wealth. Some other reforms--nationalization of banks and foreign trade, 
r instance--are equally indispensable because they will enable the state 
exert control over the country's inherent wealth, a prerequisite for any 
cial change. However, an overpopulated country like ours cannot pay at- 


tenc ion only to the agricultural sector. We will have to engage in other 
votivities. The economic situation is very precarious and unemployment is 
reasing.” 


‘or this desire for reform !.s been thwarted by the intransigence of the 

( and business circles. As for the left, it does not believe that the 
ristian Democratic Party will be able to keep its promises. Nonetheless, 

“r Duarte does not despair of being able to muster the “silent majority" with 

ew to winning bis wager. in fact, however, has the Christian Democratic 

irty eet lost some of its influence as a result of its tergiversations and 
the reforms envisaged be sufficient to improve an already seriously en- 

mngered situation? 
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EL SALVADOR 


SALVADORAN JUNTA MEMBER'S LINKS WITH PCM DENIED 
PAL31736 Paris AFP in Spanish 0413 GMT 13 Mar 680 PA 


[Text] Mexico City, 12 Mar (AFP)--The Mexican Communist Party [PCM] charged 
here today that the most reactionary and fascist circles in El Salvador and 
Guatemala are engaged in a provocation campaign. 


In a communique, the PCM accused the Central American Nationalist Organiza- 
tion [Organizacion Nacionalista Centroamericana--ONC) and the legion cf 
Caribbean and Central American volunteers of publishing a false document to 
attack Cel Adolfo Arnoldo Majano, a member of the Salvadoran Government 
junta. 


The PCM explained that a photocopy of an application for admission to the 
PCM which listed Majano as the applicant was published in the 11 March 
issue of the Guatemalan newspaper LA PRENSA LIBRE. The PCM adds that this 
was a gross and obvious forgery because the date of 9 April 1975 was stamped 
on an application form bearing a logo the PCM adopted in 1978 to participate 
in the 1978 federal elections in Mexico. 


It adds that Majano is not a PCM militant. 

I. the communiacue issued today, the PCM notes that the Salvadoran Government 
junta has adopted some faint-hearted reforms in recent days with U.S. Govern- 
ment support, such as the nationalization of private banking and the limited 
agrarian reform. 

It is publicly known that a coup attempt by the fascist sectors in the 


Salvadoran army was temporarily thwarted under pressure from the Carter 
Administation, the PCM says. 
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EL SALVADOR 


PCN SCORES PDC'S SERVICE OF U.S. INTERESTS 
PA140148 San Salvador LA PRENSA GRAFICA in Spanish 1 Mar 80 p 33 PA 


(“La Esquina del PCN" by the Political Committee of the National Concilia- 
tion Party: “Twenty Years of Christian Democratic Servilism, Opportunism and 
Betrayal,” dated 1 March 1980) 


‘Excerpts) It will be remembered that the Christian Democratic Party (PDC) 
was founded in 1961 under the banner of servitude to foreign interests. It 
emerged in a period marked by the Cuban socialist revolution andthe "Alliance 
for Progress." This could not have been a coincidence. The United States, 
the Vatican and other European countries were concerned at the time about 
the radical influence that Cuba would exert on Latin America. In our coun- 
try, the efforts of Mr Phillips and Mr Romualdi to round up popular support 
for the budding party were still fresh. During the 1960's the close link 
yetween the U.S. Embassy and the PDC was strengthened, which explains the 
accelerated initial growth of that political organization. Its mission: 

To do as its foreign leaders asked. 


Therefore, the suggestion of multilateral intervention in the country is no 
more than a request for U.S. intervention in OAS clothing, and Washington's 
gross threats to protect its instruments are directly linked to the PDC's 
ommitment to foreign interests. Therefore, only those who can still be 
deceived by subtleties can fail to realize that it is the armed forces which 
save pledged to carry out structural changes and that the much vaunted "New 
Pact’ of the PDC is no more than an opportunistic plagiarized version of 
the ermed forces proclamation. It is clear, therefore, that the intent of 
the U.S. imperialist action in our country is to keep the PDC in power, 
come bell or high water, under the deceitful appearance of a confrontation 
between it and the oligarchy and conservative military personnel. 


In thie regard, it is an open secre: *'.t not on.» is there the threat of 
the United States imposing an international boycott against us, but also, 
there is a detinite internal activity underway--with total disregard for the 
nation's sovereign principles and political autonomy--for the purpose of 











imposing solutions that will bolster the civilian members of the government 
junta. The National Conciliation Party (PCN) vigorously condemns this 
opprobrious interference and urges the government junta, the armed forces, 
the Supreme Court of Justice and the bar associations which have been so 
active in constitutional matters to make their voices heard in patriotic 
protest. 


On the subject of foreign intervention and political status, and in comparing 
his country's subjugation with the internal situation in our country, a 
Puerto Rican said: "We are free men in an enslaved country, while you are 
slaves in a free country." Much to our disgrace, in order to remain in power, 
the PDC is leading us toward an even worse situation: that of being slaves 

in a country that is also enslaved. 
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GUATEMALA 


EDITORIAL SCORES INTERFERENCE IN CENTRAL AMERICA 
Guatemala City EL IMPARCIAL in Spanish 15 Feb 80 pp 1, 10 


(‘Bditorial: "Eyes on Central America" | 


Text) All we Guatemalans must unite to defend the country properly, 
through law, institutionality and civism, not through political am- 
bition, subversion, violence or terrorism, Our solidarity is more 
important than ever because the rest of the world is watching Central 
America and involving us in plans for intervention to give us--that 
is, impose on us--order based on ideas and objectives foreign to 
Guatemalan and Central American aspirations, interests and rights. 


There are obvious maneuvers by arrogant or cynical or, at best, naive 
people who try to act like gods and take care of the situation that 
they themselves have created or aggravated. These include local de- 
magogs, ambitious people and dreamers and intruding mercenaries, med- 
dlesome foreign politicians and guerrillas from other areas or indoc- 
trinated, trained and armed in other areas, 


Since we have not abdicated our independence and sovereignty even 
though the irrational violence by a small minority of countrymen as- 
sails us on every side, it irritates and incites us that outsiders 
who think they are more civilized manipulate that situation and make 
deluded or selfish plans, They mold their objectives with Central 
American blood without knowing for how long the will affect our 
destiny. 


Not only those who see themselves as statesmen but foreign commenta- 
tors have a different tradition and ignore foreign dignity when they 
boast alone or together about the opportunity to intervene. Consid- 
eration and respect for sovereignty are left behind and international 
commitments disappear for as long as necessary only to reiurn at some 
pompous conference of bigwig delegates laden with wisdom and food, 


An editorial in the BALTIMORE S!'N--which is a different sun than the 
one that warms our climate--"urges Venezuela, Panama, Mexico and 
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Costa Rica to intervene to achieve peaceful social change in Central 
America...." The newspaper expressed hopes (we assume in the name 
of the Salvadorans) about the Salvadoran situation but agreed with 
the voices (loud voices of officials of several countries) that ex- 
pressed fear that the political polarization in Guatemala has already 
gone too far for moderate solutions. The conclusion was that "the 
best alternative to the deteriorating situation in Central America 
seems to be total intervention now (according to a newspaper that 
criticized Soviet communist intervention in Afghanistan) by the re- 
gional members of the OAS." Naturally, "U.S. leadership is consid- 
ered essential," 


This same DPA dispatch contained the final opinion of the BALTIMORE 
SUN: “As was demonstrated in Nicaragua, countries like Venezuela, 
Panama, Mexico and Costa Rica (and there are other examples) have a 
special understanding of the problems and are thus the best guaran- 
tors of peaceful social change in Central America." We do not count 
and we have to wait for the wet nurses of the area to give us milk 
and change our diapers. 


However, the “sunny” Baltimore editorialist .s not talking unreason- 
ably because in Caracas, one of the capitals of Christian Democracy, 
‘ose Maria Machin, former Venezuelan representative to the OAS, re- 
iterated his charge that “Herrera Campins' Social Christian govern- 
ment and the government party are trying to impose Christian Demo- 
cratic regimes in Central America."' He predicted international dis- 
credit for his country if it continues that policy. According to 
the ''PI, this was after the trip of government and COPEI Social 
hristian Party. delegates to Central America to suggest solutions 
to the political and economic conflicts that shake that region. 


if the BALTIMORE SUN believes that intervention in Nicaragua pro- 
duced very oood results, it should listen to the statements of Hi- 
lario Cardozo, present Venezuelan delegate to the OAS. He reported 
to the National Congress: "There is a process of armed subversion 
hroughout the area with specific objectives aimed at the develop- 
men*t of certain ideological systems." In Central America, it is "a 
uurely Marxist situation using techniques of that system like kid- 
1aping, bank -obberies and movements of subversive groups which are 
estionably Marxist tactics aimed at lowering the defense through 
‘imidation and terror." Machin called aid for demccratization and 
prevent a civil war a euphemism to conceal interference — the 
social Christian Party. 


“he 'inited States has half opened its eyes and considered giving mi- 

(itary aid to £1 Salvador. According to the WASHINGTON POST, only 

eneroetic internal measures of security can achieve "vital social, 
mom.c and political reforms which all the interested parties 











believe are necessary to avoid civil war." However, the armed 
struggle has foreign elements and Marxist directives and seeks power, 
not "to prevent abuses against human rights" as some unofficial men- 
tors naively assume, Therefore, the foreign collaboration that they 
suggest--Germany and Spain combining with Venezuela--will not be 

ef fective, 


We again demand that, since they do not want to provide loyal and 
disinterested aid, they should not interfere in our internal affairs. 
However, it is indispensable that the Guatemalans who are involved 
in the struggle lay aside their ambitions, curb their impatience and 
offer a truce for work, evolutionary changes and the realization of 
projects for community benefit. 
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GUATEMALA 


GENERAL CALLS FOR UNITY AGAINST OUTSIDE INTERFERENCE 
Guatemala City DIARIO DE CENTRO AMERICA in Spanish 21 Feb 80 p 5 


Excerpt) The people must understand that it is necessary for us to unite 
and consolidate our efforts in order to throw out the mercenaries who are 
trying to usurp our entire past of glory and tradition, in which freedom 
and respect for life were the norm, according to Gen Hernan Ovidio Morales 
Paiz. He made this statement in his speech about Tecun-Uman. 


Brig Gen Hernar. Ovidio Morales Paiz, director of the Polytechnical School, 
gave his excellent speech yesterday during the festivities commemorating 
the 456th anniversary of the death of national hero Tecun-Uman, across from 
the momument erected in his memory in the La Aurora Park in this capital. 


Neferring to the historic battle in which our national hero died in combat, 
Sen Morales Paiz said: “where two races, two languages and two civilizations 
that were antagonistic, but shared the same pride, fought in battle; they 

nad different ways of thinking and feelirg; the Spaniards had a thirst for 
conquest and usurpation, since the majority of them were mercenaries, with- 
out a patriotic spirit to inspire them; but the Quiches, on the other hand, 
had their own liberation ideals which had been theirs for centuries, de facto 
and de jure; they fought to preserve their families, their traditions, their 
civilization and their customs--that is, their very nationality.” 


The director of the Polytechnic School added that "during that pitched bat- 
tle the destiny of an empire which, through the succession of monarchs, Balam 
Quitze, had existed for more than 800 years, was to be determined by weapons. 
It was the last battle of the defenders, and left millions of corpses as sil- 
ent witnesses to that unequal struggle. Among the dead in thet great battle 
#as the worthy descendent of Kikab, Prince Tecun-Uman, who in the defense of 
his ideals, his race, and the preservation of his people's freedom, had passed 
on +> the unknown: Pajak, home of the heroes and of those who deserve to 


live on in the memories and hearts of the people, for Pajak is the heart of 
the people.” 











fides atandiig of the rec ple 


Gen More les Pais said that during those times the entire nation responded ase 
one man, and followed the figure of the great Teoun-Uman to the battlefield, 
offering their lives under his orders. 


“By mentioning that memory today, we want to make an analogy so that our 
people will understand that today too, the report of mercenary guns oan 

be heard, that it is necessary to mite and consolidate our efforts in order 
to throw out those who have for-*’ er our blue and white flag, as if they 
were blind people trying to usu «) entire past of glory and tradition, 
when freedom and respect for lifes were the norm,” said the speaker. 


Foree of Armes 


The director of the Polytechnic School also pointed out that “the sovereignty, 
and freedo of our nation give force to our arms, which the people have en- 
trusted to the army. Today, a6 during the time of Tecun-Uman, it is the 
people's army, and it is ready to wage any battle necessary to taniah fron 
our land any shadow or hint of oppression. " 


Finally, he stressed that the time has come for 411 Guatemalans to stop and 
think, for each in his own way, a6 @ Citigen, as 4 Guatemalan, and as 4 pat~ 
riot, to reaffirm his faith in Guatemala. 


Guests 


The minister of national defense, Brig Gen Angel Anibal Guevara Rodriguez, 
presided over the ceremony; Col Eliu Catrera Padilla, representing the chief 
of etaff, general of the army, also attended the ceremony, as did cabinet 
ministers, members of the diplomatic and consular corps, officers and pett) 
officers, and guests and scholars from different educational establishments. 


Guatemala, 20 February 1980. 
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GUAT BMALA 


VIGE PRESIDENT DISCUSSES HIS REFIGNA™ION 
Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 21] Feb 60 p 6 


Text. ‘Questioning the vice-president of the republic creates an elenent 
of disturbance in our institutions,” said Dr Prancisco Villagran Kraner 
yesterday “hen asked about 4 possible senction that some deputies--who have 
preferred to go unnamed--have suggested be imposed against hia as @ result 
of nis decision not to resign the second-highest post in the nation. 


“Por the same reason, 1 imagine that this (referring to the statements by 


certain representatives) will be duly analysed by the Congress itself,” he 
added, 


Distracting Attention from National Problens 


Commenting further on his case, concerning statements attributed to sone 
parliamentarians, Dr Villagran Kramer indicated that "I get the inpression 
that it is & epokescreen that is thrown up in order to distract attention 
from sone important national problems and avoid discussing then.” 


wu referring, for example, to the reform of the agrarian law introduced 
by the president of the Congress; the study of the petroleum system, which 
cequires an examination of the legislation of President Castillo Armas; 
he reform of the electoral law in order to encourage participation by the 
‘oters, and the study of the formation of a municipal Central District.” 


‘Se i think that some deputies are always searching for substitutes in their 
attempts at sensationaliam, hence their statements to the effect that they 
want to impose 4 sanction on ne, for the sole purpose of avoiding an in-depth 
|\scuseion of those problems,” emphasized Villagran Kraszer. 


vr \illagran Kramer insisted that his decision not to resign his high post 


in the government wag due to pressures on him by certain sectors that did 
not want him to step down, 


“i Peached the conclusion that now was not the time to hand in my resignation, 


‘ecause although I might be seen as a hero in other countries, here ay deci- 
elon would be viewed otherwise, especially by those who trusted in ae.” 




















Bus iques Guerra’sa Upinion 


"I thiak that no one understands that the vice-president of the republic 

did not make 4 formal) resignation, but simply informed the public that he 
would cong@ult with others to atudy the possibility of resigning,” said Deputy 
Oscar Wuriques Guerra of the PPP (expansion unknown) yesterday, 


"It seems to me that he *i)) probably return to the vice-presidency,” he want 
on, “whieh is nothing alarming for anyones, it's just 4 normal event within 
the political life of a country.” 


“There is an interesting phenomenon in Guatemalan politics,” he added, “and 
that is that when & person in & political post strays from normal, tradition- 
a] political benavior, he causes 4 certain amount of fuse in some sectors,” 


"Vice-President Villagran Kramer,” he continued, “has been attacked by the 
Guatemalan right, by politicians who support the private sector, by commen- 
tators and mass media that support tne right, for a position that could be 
considered unusual by political analysts.” 


“We do not think terms and intentions should be used to sanction the vice- 
president,” he said, for an attitude of this sort. What's happening is 
that they are trying tc sanction the oeriticiam instead of the events.” 


“No one oan deny that in Guatemala there is armed violence promoted by some 
groups,” stated Deputy Bariques Guerra, “that has destroyed useful lives, 
These groups commit such violence in a desire to obtain power and control 
things in their own way, or in order to maintain a state of affairs that 

is protected within a context of social injustice, in which the changes de- 
manded by political circumstances are discouraged. ” 


"Within this context of trends in Guatemala,” he pointed out, “some sight 
think that Villagran Kramer, with his democratic spirit, could be an alter- 
native for the channeling of democratisation in Guatemala.” 


Position of the PID Gaucus 


"The Democratic Institutional ty (PID) Caucus has not considered the case 
of the vice-president of the republic to take meagures which the Gonstitu- 
tion does not authorige,” said the chief of the caucus, Deputy Jorge Bonilla 
Lopez. 


"We do believe,” he added, “that this farse perpetrated by the vice-presi- 
dent has damaged this high office and Guatemala as a whole,” 


“Personally, I can state that I no longer care whether Dr Francisco Villagran 
Kramer resigns from his post,” he stressed, “whether he leaves or not, whe- 
ther he travels or not. What the people should know is what the person they 
elected to that office is doing for Guatemala, and to what extent he has left 
the president alone to face the nation's problems.” 
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‘We believe,” he pointed out, “that when he agreed to run on the slate with 
the president he knew the problems our cowntry had and agreed to take the 
risks of his high office,” 


"The abouteface in hie policy, his soorn for the Guatemalans who believed 
in hin and for Guatemala, his apparent preference for foreign considerations, 
Will be something for history to judge; the people will demand it.” 


"At present,” he emphasised, “we are not about to put up with jokes about 
resignations, disagreement with resignations, spiritual retreats, councils, 
consultations with institutions, etc. The man must define his position, 
especially considering the honorable position he holds, the vice-presidency 
of the republic,” 


With regard to a new permit which the vice-president reportedly requested 
in order to leave the country for 15 days, Deputy Bonilla Lopes eaid that 
the PID caucus will study the petition when it is presented, but its action 
will be done in consideration for Guatemala, not the fact that Dr Villagran 
Kramer is the vice-president, 
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GUATEMALA 


'SLANDER' CAMPAIGN AGAINST NATION SCORED 
Quatemala City 6L IMPARCIAL ‘n Spanish 19 Feb 80 p 2 


Article by Mario Ribas Montes: "Cold War Against Guatemalan 
Gevernment") 


Text!) Gen Romeo Lucas' government will have to be prepared for a 
“eold war" with other countries which have the obvious intention to 
cause @ sudden change in Guatemala and replace the present regime 
with @ socialist one if possible or even & communist one, 





There is not only @ slander campaign abroad, especially in Mexico, 
Burope and the United States, exaggerating Guatemala's situation, 

but there are well planned maneuvers to cause complications for the 
Guatemalan Government through confusion. For example, a little while 
ago, the UPI spread the “exclusive” news (7?) of a briefing attributed 
to Mr John Brushnell, U.S, assistant secretary of state for Latin 
American affairs. According to this, the U.S, Government told busi- 
nesemen that there would be a change in government in Guatemala in 
1980 similar to those in Nicaragua and £1 Salvador. 


The "news" continued saying that Mr Carter's government had "cooled" 
relations with Guatemala in view of that circumstance while it was 
making contacts with "moderate leaders af the opposition,” possibly 
from FUR [\mited Revolutionary Front). As the UPI presented mr 
Brushnell's famous briefing, it seemed incredibly cynical since it 
said at the end: "‘Brushnell said that if the (mited States adopts 
the same policy of nonintervention (7?) that it adopted in Nicaragua, 
trade relations will not suffer even if a more centrist or even more 
leftist government emerges,” 


As was to be expected, the briefing had a tremendous impact in Gua- 
temala and in other countries of the area since it carried an impli- 
cit threat to the political stability of our country. It was also a 
confession that the U.S, Sovernment is thinking about intervening in 
our internal affairs, encouraging the “more moderate" leaders of the 
opposition whom it was contacting. 
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The tiret @xp.anation of the published text said that it did not say 
that there were going to be changes in Guatemala in 1980 but in the 
1980's which is quite different, Then it was explained that Mr 
Brushnell had not said that there would be changes in "the govern- 
ment’ but in the political structures which is also different, Fi- 
nally, it was questioned whether Mr Brushnell had edited and distri- 
buted such a report, 


Lastly, it was aleo said that the briefing had not been distributed 
to U.S. businessmen to discourage them from investing in Guatemala 

or olivine credit to Guatemalan importers but to members of the U.S, 
Chamber of Commerce in Guatemala; that is, to U.S, citizens devoted 
to trade who reside in our country. This was an important differ- 

ence in the intention and in the probable consequences of the docu- 
ment if it did indeed exist. 


Ae we said before, only the UPI distributec the news and did not 
name the source, It could be a hoax; that is, it could have been 
invented by the news agency in which case it would have already been 
called false, It could also have been given unofficially by Mr 
Mrushnell himself to warn the businessmen and the Guatemalan Govern- 
ment about ''.S, intentions without compromising an official states~- 
man. The matter is strange, regardless, and has aroused concern in 
some political and financial circles so that U.S. sellers consider- 
ably restricted the credit of Guatemalan buyers last week, 


The question that arises in this extraordinary case is: Who threw 
out the "ball" if the news of the briefing is false? If it is true, 
what is the reason for such a position from an official who should 
be more moderate and prudent? 


Poople from different countries who come to Guatemala tell us that 
the campaign against General Lucas' government has reached an unpre- 
cedented level; facts are exaggerated and given whimsical connota- 
tions. For example, Mexico--whose government and journalists deni- 
rate Guatemalans for our problems of violence--presents its own 
oroblems as acts of God, This was the case with the occupation yes- 
‘erday of the embassies of Belgium and Denmark in the Mexican capital 
*o demand the release of political prisoners and the end of repres- 
sion. There is no scandal about this like there is about similar 
vents in Guatemala, 


we are pointing out this psychological war so that the Guatemalan 
Government will defend itself and abandon the laxity it shows toward 
the attacks from abroad which have the obvious intention of hurting 
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JAMAICA 


WP COMMENTS ON IMF NEGOTIATIONS 
Government Rejection Asked 
FL220046 Kingston Domestic Service in English 2230 GMT 21 Mar 80 FL 


[Excerpts] The Executive of the People's National Party is now meeting 

for a final review of the implications of Jamaica's adopting an alternative 
path in preparation for tomorrow's meeting of the party's National Execu- 
tive Committee. The meeting this evening will look specially at concrete 
proposals by the PNP's Economic Commission on an alternative path to the 
IMF. The cabinet has been meeting virtually all this week to consider the 
1980-1981 budget based on IMF funding and budgetary proposals: based on an 
alternative economic path. Today the cabinet met at Jamaica House to review 
the implications of the terms of further IMF funding. The issue of whether 
the country will ad,ust to an alternative path or continue with the IMF 
will be decided at tomorrow's meeting of the National Executive Committee 
of the PNP at the (Mallard Beach) Hyatt Motel in Ocho Rios. Sources say 
that much of the meeting will be devoted to whether the proposals for an 
alternative path can work. It is understood that the broad membership of 
the NEC is in favor of an alternative to the IMF. However, it appears that 
the governmen. doesn't feel that there is an alternative to the IMF at this 
point. 


Meanwhile, the Workers’ Party of Jamaica has called on government to reject 
any interim arrangement with the IMF and instead to put its trust in the 
people of Jamaica. This, it said, was the only decision in the natioral 
interest at this time. And the party's General Secretary Dr Trevor Munroe 
has warned that if the interim agreement is searched, the PNP chances of 
retaining power in the next general elections would be next to nil as 
Jamaicans would be convinced that the government wasn't firm enough against 
what he called the enemies of the people. Dr Munroe also said that in the 
event of such an agreement, the WPJ would call for resistence to the 
consequences and sooner or later the people would jwords indistinct] the 
government to break from the IMF once and for all. Dr Munroe was speaking 
today at a press conference called by the WPJ to show that the anticipated 
gap of 314 million dollars between the projected (?spending) and income for 
1980 could be reduced with an alternative path to the IMF. 











IMF Negotiations Discontinued 
FL241334 Kingston Domestic Service in English 1230 GMT 24 Mar 80 FL 


Text) The Workers’ Party of Jamaica=--the WPJ--has welcomed the decision 
of the PNP's [People's National Party] National Executive Council to 
discontinue negotiations with the IMF and adopt an alternative path of 
economic development for the country. 


In a statement of the WPJ, they also call on Jamaicans to be on the alert 
for what it described as renewed sabotage of the national economy by 
minority elemente ineide and outside of Jamaica who want Jamaica to remain 
dependent on the IMF. The Workers’ Party called on government to implement 
the recommendations of the NEC and urged the PNP to publish the details 

of the alternative and to educate the people about defending the national 
economy. 
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JAMAICA 


BRIEFS 


POLITICAL VLOLENCE--Jamaica's police force today continued its operations 
against promoters of the violence which began to affect the western area 

of the Jamaican capital just over a week ago. The police's actions are 
designed to neutralize the activities in Kingston of the opposition 
|Jamaican| Labor Party which Prime Minister Michael Manley described as 
destabilizing the economy. Fourteen persons arrested and 12 firearms 

and ammunition seized are to date the results of the operations. Meanwhile, 
several incendiary bombs were found this weekend in the affected area. The 
violent clashes promoted by the [words indistinct] to nearby areas have 

led scores of families to abandon their homes. [Text] [FL192331 Havana 
Domestic Service in Spanish 2300 GMT 19 Mar 80 FL] 


PNP ON IMF NEGOTIATLONS--The cabinet will today consider the recommendation 
by the National Executive Council of the PNP [People's National Party) that 
government discontinue relations with the International Monetary Fund, the 
IMF. The NEC decision was taken by more than a two-thirds majority at a 
special meeting at the (Malet Beach Hyatt Hotel) in Ocho Rios over the 
weekend. The decision to discontinue negotiations for an interim arrange- 
ment with the IMF came after the NEC had unanimously concluded that the 
long-term policies for the economic development of Jamaica could not be 
based on an IMF path. In a statement yesterday, the party says that the 
new agreement with the IMF would mean more hardships and suffering. [Text] 
[FL241304 Kingston Domestic Service in English 1230 GMT 24 Mar 80 FL] 


ALTERNATIVE ECONOMIC PROGRAM--The PNP's alternative economic program for 
Jamaica is to be published later this week while a meeting of the leader- 
ship of the party set for 13 April will deal with the details of specific 
tasks to be undertaken by the various sectors and groups in the society. In 
making the disclosure last night, PNP General Secretary D. K. Duncan said 
political intelligence and mass mobilization would be the key to making 

the program work. Observing that the alternative was in fact reliance on 
people, this solution was not confined to any party and that the program 
prepared embodied some of the elements suggested by various sections of 

the progressive movement. And in hailing the forces of the left for their 
role in helping to secure the rejection of the IMF, Dr Duncan cautioned that 
the decision would not indeed prove an historic one if the resolutions were 
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MEXICO 


PCM SPLITS OVER AFGHANISTAN QUESTION 
Views of Dionisio Encinas 
Mexico City EL DIA in Spanish 9 Feb 80 p 3 


[Text] We have been asked to publish the following document, signed 
by Dionisio Encinas, the former secretary general of the PCM 
[Mexican Communist Party], and other party members. 


Declaration of the “Luis Morales" Cell on the Afghanistan Situation 


In recent days the mass media have orchestrated a worldwide campaign 
directed by American imperialism against the Soviet Union and the 
nations that, like Afghanistan and Iran, have decided to be free and 
independent in choosing the way of life that best suits them. 


This campaign has been joined by the rulin, group in the People's 
Republic of China in a holy alliance with the Carter government and 
with the most reactionary and fascist sectors, especially in the 
Middle East. 


To those who analyze the facts objectively and honestly, and 
furthermore, when such an analysis is based on the principles and 
method of Marxism-Leuinism, it is clear that at the core of the 
anti-Soviet violence is the struggle against the socialist world and 
what it means as the highest aspiration of the working class and the 
workers of all countries and as the main obstacle to the imperialist 
goals of expansion and world domination. 








Nevertheless, as far as the National Directorate of our party, the 
Mexican Communist Party, is concerned, “the Soviet troops arrived 

to settle the course of a revolutionary piocess that was subject to 
very heavy pressures, in a struggle against a disorganized opposition 
that lacked a single command but that was very extensive and that 

has sectors financially and logistically supported from China, Iran 
and Pakistan..." They arrived to settle a conflict among the factions 
of the Democratic People's Party of Afghanistan, which “has been a 
party of factions, without a single leadership..." (MLP [Proletarian 
Liberation Movement], OPOSICION, 27 January 1980). 
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furthermore, when such an analysis is based on the principles and 
method of Marxism-Leninism, it is clear that at the core of the 
anti-Soviet violence is the struggle against the socialist world and 
what it means as the highest aspiration of the working class and the 
workers of all countries and as the main obstacle to the imperielist 
goals of expansion and world domination. 


Nevertheless, as far as the National Directorate of our party, the 
Mexican Communist Party, .s concerned, “the Soviet troops arrived 

to settle the course of « revolutionary process that was subject to 
very heavy pressures, in a .truggle against a disorganized opposition 
that lacked a single command but that was very extensive and that 

has sectors financially and logistically supported from China, Iran 
and Pakistan..." They arrived to settle a conflict among the factions 
of the Democratic People's Party of Afghanistan, which “has been a 
party of factions, without a single leadership..." (MLP [Proletarian 
Liberation Movement], OPOSICION, 27 January 1980). 
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the party to detine itself in the international context of communism, 
Bartra asserted that the PCM has successfully gathered strength as 

an alternative among the people and has converted it into a politico- 
cultural strength that has enabled it to participate in national 
politics. It is now a question, Bartra says, of elevating the 
political etruggle to the leve! of a workers’ organization, in other 
words, an economic struggle with deep-eeated roots among the masses, 
inasmuch as such a struggle would focus on concrete demands, with as 
little abstraction as poesible, 


With regard to organizational problems, Bartra proposed bolstering 

the party's democratic life and criticized the so-called war 

positions strategy because he felt that the positions to be won were 
relatively useless and did not constitute a political alternative, 

He boldly asserted that territorial and functional interests have 

been created inside the party that are forcing its leaders to be 
tight-rope walkers; in this regard, the worst thing that could happen 
at the upcoming congress would be iff the opinion trend that criticizes 
the party's official positions had to become an internal fortress and 
wait for a more opportune moment. 


Enrique Semo, the third speaker, described as correct the policy 
pursued with regard to the policicel reform, but he asserted that the 
PCM has failed to fulfill its commitment to the working class, which 
in recent years, especially from 1970 to 1974, has been at the fore- 
front of major struggles. Re defined the PCM at present as 
proletarian in its ideology but popular (in other words, not 
preponderantly proletarian) in its makeup and influence. He then 
put forth the hypothesis that over the next decade the working class 
would become the focus of the people's struggle and that this 
development would force the party to undertake a process of change, 
because otherwise other organizations would be at the head of the 
labor movement. In the organizational sphere, Semo proposed the 
broadening of democratic mechanisms and the creation of a regional 
structure in which the members of various fronts would work together 
to achieve full equality among white- and blue-collar workers. 





In the face of this range of opposing stands and a discussion 
encompassing every sphere and issue, Secretary General Arnoldo 
Martinez Verdugo, of course, pursued a conciliatory line. His 
approach focused on the most general issue, in other words, the 
attempt to uphold party unity. Although he felt that open discussion 
was necessary (on the other hand, it could not be prevented), he 
asserted that such discussion should not resuit in the formatic of 
factions within the PCM (Roger Bartra had described the formation of 
factions as a healthy development for the party). In the realm of 
self-criticism, he felt that it was now necessary to promote worker 
personnel to leadership posts and to replace the sectarian forms of 
treatment and the petty bourgeois styles of discussing and making policy. 


As we can see, the forthcoming PCM Congress faces a difficult 
situation that could result in policy changes or, if support for 
continuation of the same line hardens, could even trigger splits 
within the Mexican Communist Party. 
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MEXICO 


IMCE CHIEF JOSE GOMEZ GORDOA REPLACED 
Mexico City EL SOL DE MEXICO in Spanish 26 Feb 80 p I-A, 10-A 


[Text] Jose Gomez Gordoa resigned yesterday as the director general 
of the Mexican Foreign Trade Institute [IMCE]) stating that he had 
concluded his work as head of the institute, 


At the behest of President Jose Lopez-Portillo, the secretary of 
commerce, Jorge de la Vega Dominguez, named Rau! “*linas Lozano the 
new director of the IMCE. 


Salinas Lozano resigned as director general oc: °>@ National Price 
Commission, with the post now vacant. 


In assuming his new responsibilities, Salinas Loz*no asserted that he 
would work to make the IMCE an operational tool, in other words a 
major state marketer, in addition to using its promotional 
authorities, and enable it to act on behalf of businessmen. 


In his letter of resignation, Gomez Gordoa explained that during his 
10 months at the head of the institute he had pursued his work of 
studying in depth the institute's structural and operational situation 
within the framework of international trade. 


He told President Lopez-Portillo: "Having made the appropriate 
studies, analyses and suggestions, which concluded with your decision 
to create the Foreign Trade Cabinet, I regard as completed the task 
that you assigned me and I therefore place at your disposal the post 
of director general of the IMCE so thet if you see fit, you can 
appoint my replacement." 


For his part, the chief executive, in response to Gomez Gordoa's 
letier, said that his efforts at the institute's he'm enabled the 
country to become familiar with facets that it had theretofore not 
taken into consideration in foreign trade relations and to create a 
solid, wideranging program that would lead the Foreign Trade Cabinet 
to project favorable results in this sector. He also expressed 
gratitude for the director's professionalism and cooperation. 
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